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Our little Snowflake is 13 months old now. His
name is Amos. He is a happy and content,
completely innocent, and beautiful baby, who is
also unaware of the amazing story behind his life.
I feel privileged to be part of it. I am grateful,
though sometimes in pain, but with no regrets,
and most importantly at peace. It all began with
a 7 year long infertility struggle, which gave me
the compassion for infertile couples in general.
Then we were successful with IVF and delivered
our healthy baby boy (Andrew) in 2007. We had
a completely unplanned pregnancy a year later
with the delivery of our second healthy baby boy
(Lucas) in 2009. We then made the decision to
use birth control, but I got pregnant for the third
time in 4 years. This time I delivered a healthy
baby girl (Louisa) in 2011.
I cannot leave out how much our faith in God has
helped us get to this point and through it all.
Now with a complete family, what were we to do
with our remaining embryos? Honestly, I have to
say it did not start with me. I was just barely
handling 3 kids under 4. Louisa was just 6 weeks
old when my husband, after much prayer, tears

and consideration, approached me about
donating them. It was so painful, partially due
to still being under the pregnancy hormonal
change and I could not separate myself from
the embryos. To me they were my babies! In
my quest for the answer, I talked to friends
who adopted and who were infertile. Through
speaking with them I could see how much of a
blessing giving up our remaining embryos
would be, but I was still struggling with how I
felt about it and how I would suffer. It was
hard not to make it all about me. One day I
was in the shower, crying and struggling with
the decision and I heard this voice in my mind
saying “They are not yours, Anabelle, they are
a gift from me”. I know some people would
call it a “conscious thought,” and some would
say it was God speaking to me. To me, in that
moment, that thought brought so much
peace. I could no longer see those embryos as
mine. I was well aware that it was a decision
that was not going to keep me from pain. I
just had to deal with the joy and pain that it
would bring. And so it has been…more joys
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than pain, thankfully due to the amazing
parents we chose for our embryos. We
just knew immediately they were the
ones when the agency approached us
with the match. There were tears of joy
and pain—they were the ones. They
have been so phenomenal, keeping us
completely in the loop: every milestone,
every joyful moment. For Christmas
they have sent us thoughtful handmade
gifts. My husband and I truly enjoy
seeing how much love they share, and
how happy Amos makes them. We
could not have imagined such a feeling.
I believe it is God’s way of giving back
to us: the peace I so much longed for is
now found in the love they have for
Amos.

Dozens of your friends have
already joined the “Orphan
Galaxy,” giving $25/month to
orphan related humanitarian aid.
This year, Orphan Galaxy gave over
$10,000 to such causes. Learn
more, join, and make your small
commitment with huge impact at
www.orphangalaxy.org.
Help orphans until every last one
has found a forever family. Click
here to see the Orphan Galaxy
Brochure.

Sara’s Homecoming
For adoptive parents, a “boring”
adoption is a good adoption! But not
everyone is blessed to have an
uneventful road to adoption. Aaron
and Briana Williams encountered some
excitement on the way, but were
blessed beyond measure.
About a year ago, the Williams family
submitted their home study and profile
to Nightlight. They had heard about us
through some friends who had
completed an adoption with the
agency. The Williamses live in Georgia,
and they felt comfortable knowing that
they were within driving distance to the
South Carolina office.

struggled with their decision to place the
baby for adoption. They asked the
Williamses to please stay close by while
they took a few more days to fully
consider their decision. Briana said this
was a time in which there was nothing
she could do but pray. Meanwhile, Katie
England, the domestic adoption social
worker, supported the birth family in
whatever decision they made. Briana
states, “For a while we really questioned
why the Lord put us through this. Why
were we so quickly selected for a baby
that was born only a matter of weeks
after the selection? And, why did the
Continued on Page 4

Within two days of the Nightlight
website
posting
their
profile—
consisting of their photo and a short
descriptive letter—a birth mother
contacted Nightlight saying she liked
the family and wanted to learn more
about them. Once they found out
further details, the birth parents
selected the Williamses.
The birth parents already had three
children and felt that adoption was the
best plan for this fourth child. They
knew that one more child makes it
difficult to care for the children already
in the home. They also wanted what
was best for the newborn child as well
as their other children.
Then two weeks later the baby was
born, and the birth parents really

New Waiting Children from Bulgaria: see the full list on our website

Perhaps God is preparing your heart and home for one of these wonderful, waiting children. Call us to talk about it or email
Kate@nightlight.org for more information on these kids.

Page 3

Summer Host Program: Latvia
Perhaps you have been considering
adopting an older
child—after all—many children available for adoption from
overseas are older. But like so many who consider adoption,
you are just not sure how a school-aged orphan, who speaks
another language, will fit into your family. Hosting a child
could be the opportunity you are looking for to find out if
adoption is right for you. If you discover that the child you
host (or another child) fits well with your family, then your
family will grow—in both love and experience. If you
discover that hosting has its merits but that your family is
not ready to adopt, then you will have given a child an
opportunity to learn what it is like to be in a Christian family
and to share the love of Christ with an orphan, while
bringing another culture and child into your home. This
same child may find that another family is interested in
adopting him or her. While not everyone adopts after
hosting a child, lives are forever changed.
Every child has a name—and is made in the image of God.
Hosting gives a child an opportunity to know that he has an
identity as a child of God and is loved! Through Project 143,
an orphan care ministry in Colorado, orphans ages 6 through
16 will be coming to the US this summer and at Christmas.
Although all the children are living either in an orphanage or
in foster care, not all the children are legally free for
adoption, but many are. You can select a child who is not
eligible for adoption—just to provide a child with an
opportunity to experience home life—or can you can host a
child who is available for adoption.
As with any mission worth pursing, there are some expenses.
The fees are $2,750 to cover the cost of each child’s airfare,
insurance, passports, and visas. While this may seem like a
lot of money, once you have an identified child, you can let
your friends and family know about this child’s needs, so
that tax-deductible donations can be made to Project 143
on behalf of your hosted child. No family has ever regretted,
to our knowledge, gathering such funds so that a child can
spend a few weeks in a loving, family environment.
And why Latvia? Latvia has a very stable adoption program.
If you decide to adopt such your hosted child, you can begin
the home study process before or right after you have
hosted the child. This can shave months off the adoption
process. In addition, Latvia has a unique program in which
your child comes to live in the US before you finalize the
adoption of the child in Latvia. So if your home study were
completed before you hosted your child and filed all of your

Jelena and Demetrijs Still need a host family

Immigration paperwork, your hosted child could be back in
your home in about four-to six months. You would still
need to complete the adoption process in Latvia, which
includes taking a trip with your adopted child back to Latvia
to obtain your child’s US visa.
This is a very special time for these children as they will
have the opportunity to spend time with local families,
having a one-of-a-kind chance to spend a part of the
summer together. Nightlight has been hosting these
programs since 1995 and many of the same children who
came for a few weeks during the summer ultimately found
their ‘forever’ families during those visits. Most of the
children who are coming have been ‘spoken for’ but we are
still looking for a few more families to host as well as to
serve as ‘respite’ families to help out for a day or two of
hosting. Comments from past host families included, “It
was the experience of a lifetime!” “I thought I’d be helping
a kid out and we’d have some fun over the summer. I never
expected it to impact our family in such a dramatic way! I
now have the son I’d always dreamed of!” We would be
happy to speak with you about this amazing program.
Please contact Rhonda at rjarema@cox.net, or Kate at
Kate@nightlight.org, or call the Nightlight office: (714) 6935437.
See a list of the kids coming here. You can fill out an
application to host here and see videos of past tours, and
more on our website about the host program here. Finally,
download a 2014 flyer here and email or print it for your
friends or church.
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Sara’s Homecoming
Continued from page 2

birth family then change their adoption plan after a few days
of uncertainty?” There is no bitterness or feelings of betrayal
when Briana puts forth these questions, but when a trial does
not seem to have any meaning, it is understandable to
question why such things happen.
So the Williamses went back to Georgia without a baby. They
have no other children., and like other childless couples,
when a birth mother changes her mind, it means once again
not being parents.
Then a few month later, in August, the Williamses were
contacted by Katie England at Nightlight to say that a birth
mother, C, had looked at their portfolio picture book and
selected them. They then talked with C on the phone with
assistance from Katie to help lead the conversation between
them. But as often happens on such conversations, Katie did
not have to say much because the Williamses and C found it
so easy to talk with each other.
Briana and Aaron came up from Georgia to South Carolina a
few times to meet with C before she gave birth nearly two
months after first speaking to and selecting the Williams
family. Two months is not a long time to wait for a baby to be
born, but after their last situation with the birth family, the
Williamses found the wait to be very long. During that time
though, they really enjoyed their relationship with C and
appreciated her honesty about her background and
pregnancy. During that time, C admitted to taking some type
of drug at a party early in her pregnancy. Despite this news,
their faith in God’s providence was strong even knowing that
they could be disappointed again.
C wanted the Williamses to be part of the pregnancy and
birth, so she would send pictures of the baby’s ultrasounds.
When C went into labor, she contacted Briana and Aaron.
They were joyously there in the waiting area for the birth of
their daughter, Sara.
The Williamses have sought to maintain an open adoption
with C; however, C, at this time, primarily wants to receive
pictures and updates online. Once in a while C will call for
advice. Right after Easter they met once again and hope to
meet about twice a year. Keeping such contact means that as
Sara matures, the Williamses can answer her questions and

know how to contact C.
And how is Miss Sara, the Williams’ six month old daughter
faring? As Briana states, “She has been perfectly healthy—
not even a cold has she had in her short life.” And, of
course, there were a few more bragging words about this
little gem. But who can resist? Life in the Williams home
now is anything but boring!

Summer Reunion Picnic
Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 12, 2014
Nightlight will hold our annual reunion summer
picnic at Hart Park in Orange, California from 10am
to 3pm.
A catered lunch will be available, along with lawn
games, music, contests, bounce house, snow cones,
and much more. Everyone is invited to come make
some new friends and reunite with some old ones in
our growing adoption community.
Learn more at www.nightlight.org/picnic
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Ethiopian Heritage Camp 2014
I rescued the poor who
cried for help, and the
fatherless who had
none to assist them.
—Job 29.12

Join Ethiopian Heritage Camp from August 9 - 12, 2014 (Saturday - Tuesday) for our 16th Annual Gathering of Ethiopian
Heritage Camp. Registration open now until June 1.
Four days and three nights at the Scott's Valley Redwood Glen. Surrounded by Redwoods, good friends, with many
opportunities to make connections and build community. Bring your family to what is sure to be a highlight of the
summer. "Having a positive connection to their cultural roots enables adopted children to embrace all aspects of who
they are, resulting in a more grounded sense of self. The interpersonal connections made and nourished between
adopted children are a key factor in their development."
—Amber Stime, Ethiopian Adoptee, Adoptive Parent, and Camp Director

Let Us Hear from You!
Do you have an article, book, suggestion, website, fundraising tip, or other resource or anecdote you’d like to share?
Please email us, give us a call, or send a letter! Your story
or suggestion may be just what someone else needs to
hear. Please share with us!
Shop http://smile.amazon.com and with
one click today, automatically donate ½% of
everything you buy on Amazon in the future
to Nightlight .

info@nightlight.org • (714) 693-5437
4430 E. Miraloma Ave. #B, Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

