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“Klusa Nakts, Svēta Nakts:” that’s “Silent
Night, Holy Night” in Latvian. In partnership
with Project 143 and Every Child Has a
Name, Nightlight brought thirteen children
to the US for a winter tour. This tour was
different in many ways from our past host
programs. The kids were here for a whole
month! Also, our families were dispersed
over a wide geographic area, including three
families in Temecula and one in Colorado.
However, it was similar in many ways as

well: the children had an unforgettably
fun experience in a supportive host family
environment.
And while they were
soaking in the love, they were also
implicitly reminding the rest of us about
the needs of orphaned children. What’s
more, each family was blessed to have
shared this special time with them. If you
are interested in hosting this summer,
please contact info@nightlight.org and let
us know.
Kids at Nightlight’s CA open house, Dec 22, 2013
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An Eight Year Struggle Ends with Life!
I don’t’ know what went wrong or
why you won’t be,
but in January 2009 I gave up on thee.
It is hard for me to say but life is much
easier this way
I will miss you forever and remember
you always, My Very Special Not.

For 8 years we tried to have a baby, we
did infertility treatments, surgeries, and
even adoption, but all failed. I want to
begin our story after those eight years.
Here is a poem I wrote shortly after
having a hysterectomy and a failed
adoption:
Eight years,
you were always on my mind
I’ve waited not patiently but pursuing
every avenue I could find.
I failed, I failed again and again
but you were worth all the energy
that was put in.
Doctors said there’s no chance in hell,
your body will never allow a fetus to
dwell
I refused to accept this dreadful death
cause the God I believe in is too
awesome for this test.
I waited each month for your
heart to appear
believing in Christ Jesus that
He would interfere.

Before we even heard of Snowflakes
this was where I was, broken and lost
and about to give up on having a baby.
We were emotionally, physically and
financially drained. During this time I
felt like I needed to quit and walk away
from ever growing my family, but
something in me would not accept
that. Although I had no idea of what to
do I couldn’t walk away from my baby.
We received a horrible call telling us
that Matt’s uncle, Ron, had died in a
car accident; we left immediately to be
with the family. after the family viewed
Ron’s body, we met, and Matt’s mom
told us about how Ron wanted a family
of his own and never achieved that.
Then she began to tell us that he didn’t
believe in banks and buried his money
in jars in his yard. Out of this pain and
grieving, our family expressed that
they wanted life to come from his
death and all agreed to give us the first
jar that was dug up to go towards a
baby. First, I broke down in tears; you
know, the ugly loud snotty tears as my
body flooded with hope again. Still not

“Welcome Home” Webpage Submissions
Your adoption is an encouragement to countless other
families who have adopted, are hoping to adopt, or just love
sharing the good news with you. It would be our pleasure to
feature a photo of your family on our new “Welcome Home”
webpage.
You
may
submit
your
photos
to
info@nightlight.org. Just put “Welcome Home” in the
subject line, and we will take that as your permission to post.

|

knowing what to do next, Julie, my sister
-in-law, approached us and offered to
carry our child. I remember wondering,
“O my goodness could this be
happening!!” I was so excited but still I
had no baby for her to carry. And then
came along Snowflakes; I never heard of
such a thing as embryo adoption. What?
How have I not heard of this amazing
incredible option for people like us? All
of this came about during the weekend
of Uncle Ron’s funeral. Talk about crazy
emotions— so much sadness in the loss
of Ron, but so much hope for our future.

By Charlie D.

Adoptee Survey

Dawn Davenport, the Director of Creating a Family, the national
adoption & infertility education and support organization, is in the
process of interviewing adult and young adult adoptees for a book
on what adopted individuals want adoptive parents to know, in
order to help this current generation of adopted children.
Interviews are by phone and take about 30 minutes. First names
will only be used, or no name if you would prefer. We are
especially interested in talking with adoptees raised in an open or
semi-open adoption. Thank you so much. Her email is
dawn@CreatingaFamily.org
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Adopted for Good: The Coalition of Adopted Children
Olya Shepperson was adopted from St. Petersburg, Russia, in
1996. David Schunk was adopted from Smolensk, Russia, in
1996. And Julia Sasha Custer was adopted in 1995 from St.
Petersburg, Russia. What else do these three young adult
adoptees from Russia have in common? They are the
founding board members of Adopted For Good: the Coalition
of Adopted Children.
Adopted for Good aims to be the
largest coalition of adoptees, while providing a positive voice
of adoption advocacy and support. The goal is to have 1000
members in the first 2 months. You can help by joining today, or spreading the word (like here on facebook).
Olya, David, and Sasha write: “In a perfect world, no child would be homeless, no child would be parentless, no child would have
to suffer a life without hope for a future. Instead, in a perfect world, adoption would take every orphaned child home to be with a
loving family. We are a group of adopted children who desire to celebrate the gift of adoption in our lives. In a perfect world,
there would be no suffering or sorrow, but as adopted children ourselves, we know all too well the sad fate of those who are
denied a family. As such, we desire to speak the truth about our adoptions while encouraging and supporting fellow adopted
children. We also desire to advocate for positive and productive adoption policy changes both in the United States and around
the world. We invite everyone who is adopted to join us in unity so that together, we can help the dream of a family become a
reality for all the children of the world.”

New Adoption Law coming before Congress
and Senate: CHIFF “Children in Families First”
From the CHIFF website: “Children without parents are the most vulnerable
children in the world. They are alone, they are often out of sight, and they are
voiceless. They cannot fight for themselves; they need YOU to be their voice.
CHIFF Children in Families First calls for the redirection of a modest portion of
the $2 billion the United States currently spends on children living abroad
toward ensuring that all children grow up in a family. What’s more, it calls for
programs funded with US tax dollars to focus on reducing the number of
children living without families and increasing the capacity of other
governments to better protect their own children. The best protection for a
child is a family. We protect children by preserving families, reunifying families
or creating families through adoption.” See www.childreninfamiliesfirst.org for
more info.

Waiting Children: see the full list on our website

“A father to the fatherless, a
defender of widows, is God
in his holy dwelling.” Psalm
68:5.

Dozens of your friends have already
joined the “Orphan Galaxy,” giving $25/
month to orphan related humanitarian
aid. This year, Orphan Galaxy gave over
$10,000 to such causes. Learn more, join,
and make your small commitment with
huge impact at www.orphangalaxy.org
Help every orphan until the last one has
found a forever family. Click here to see
the Orphan Galaxy Brochure.

Perhaps God is preparing your heart and home for one of these wonderful, waiting children. Call us to talk about it or email
Kate@nightlight.org for more information on these kids.

