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Our Domestic Adoption Journey
“For He chose us in Him
before the creation of the
world to be holy and
blameless in His sight. In
love He predestined us for
adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with His
pleasure and will — to the
praise of His glorious
grace, which He has freely
given us in the One He
loves.” Ephesians 1:4-6

Our adoption journey has been
one initiated by loss, sorrow,
surrender, and deep pain, but
has produced joy, redemption,
healing, and a much deeper
sense of thankfulness to our
God. We have learned so
much through this journey, but
more than anything we have
seen God carry us through and
fulfill His promises showing us
over and over His faithfulness,
goodness, and love.

by Eric and Cory
We feared a domestic adoption
and initially decided to go another path, but six months later,
we were holding our newborn
daughter in our arms as we
were walking through the domestic program at Nightlight.
There are so many unknowns
to fear with adoption, and for
us, we especially feared the
openness with a birthmother.
(Continued on page 2)
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Thank You, Advocates!
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She’s home! Eric and Cory Benson celebrate the arrival of their new daughter, Elizabeth.

Our Story: Making a Decision for Our Embryos
We placed our embryos for
adoption through Snowflakes
and this is our story…

sports, outdoors and having
fun so I moved to Texas with
my teenage son in June 2004.

Michael and I started dating in
2003 and it was a long distance relationship traveling
from Texas and Kansas to see
each other every weekend.
We realized very quickly that
things were very good between
us. We both shared a love for

By 2005 we decided it was
time to start a family together,
only we faced one small problem… in order to make this
happen we would have to do
IVF. We started the long process and what an interesting,
life building, educational pro-

cess it was every step of the
way. We were very fortunate
that we were successful the
very first time and had 19 embryos to choose from. We
implanted two and soon after
we were told we were pregnant
with TWINS!!!
On June 11th 2007 Brooke
Nicole and Bailey Renae were
born. They were premature

by Melissa Eggleton
and weighed 4lbs 2 oz and
4lbs 6oz respectively. We
knew for a while that we
would not make it full term
and our doctor prepared us for
the babies coming early, so
when they were born and
were able to breathe fine on
their own and never went to
NICU, we knew how extremely lucky we were!! When we
(Continued on page 4)
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Our Domestic Adoption Journey
(Continued from page 1)

Like me, this birth
mother was faced with
the decision to terminate
her pregnancy, and she
chose life too.

God broke down our fears by
building a very special relationship with our daughter’s
birth mother. Our relationship
allows us to pray for her, call
each other, meet together,
encourage one another, and
care deeply for each other.
We had faced a pregnancy not
long ago where we knew our
son would not live. We chose

life for him, despite the outcome and the many suggestions to terminate the pregnancy.
Like me, this birth mother
was faced with the decision to
terminate her pregnancy, and
she chose life too. Because of
that, we are now experiencing
the incredible gift of our
daughter. Within nine months
God, has blessed us with a

son who is now in eternity
with Him, and our daughter
whom He has entrusted into
our arms while on this earth.
We ourselves have been
adopted into God’s family,
and we feel honored that He
would allow us to be a part of
His plan and His purposes for
something far greater than
ourselves.

Mission Trip to Uganda
Pastor Ken, from the Tender
Hearts home in Kampala,
Uganda, came to the U.S. in
November. He visited the
several churches which support the baby home.

Ken Nganda | Director
Tender Hearts Baby Home

Many thanks to Crosspoint
Church in Murrieta, CA,
Providence Church of Denver, NC, and Grace Life Fellowship in Hastings, NE, for

your generous support of the
orphanage!
Supporters from throughout
the country are planning to
visit and work at Tender
Hearts from May 17-27,
2013. The plan is to begin
and finish constructing at
least one building on site.
Watch this short video where

Ken tells how he got started
in orphan ministry, introduces you to some of the children in the home, and explains what type of work
needs to be done at the home.
You won’t want to miss this
amazing opportunity to share
God’s love, see the beauty of
Uganda, and meet Ken,
Cathy, the loving nannies,
and these precious children
who need your love.

***Mission Trip Dates: Friday, May 17-Monday, May 27, 2013***

Thank You, Advocates!
Many thanks to the following
Adoption Advocates: Stacy
and Paul Richards, Kellie
Falk, Allen and Amy Dunn,
Del and Elaine Larsh, John
and Ruth Bridges, Donald and
Tamara Coleman, and Michael and Jamie Hedges.
Thanks to this group, and our

staff, Nightlight was represented at 27 churches in observance of Orphan Sunday
during the month of November! This was a great way for
Nightlight to help new clients
to practice, “Religion that
God our Father accepts as
pure and faultless is this: to

look after orphans and widows in their distress” (James
1.27).
Please ask your pastor if you
can set up an orphan Sunday
booth on November 3,
2013. All the resources you
need are at
www.orphansunday.org.

Openness in Adoption: Blessed Beyond Measure
In our family, openness with
our children’s birthmoms has
been a true blessing.
We have an open relationship
with our daughter Natalie’s
birthmom. We have kept in

contact with her (I’ll call her
G for privacy) through Facebook, phone calls, texts, &
visits. G asks about Natalie,
comes to our home in Alabama to visit for birthdays,
and shares photos of Natalie

by Laura Goins

with friends & family. On
our visit back to Greenville,
SC, for the adoption finalization, we were blessed to be
able to meet some of G’s family & to let them love on Na(Continued on page 3)
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Victory Allan’s Retirement Celebration
Victory Allan is retiring from
her position as Director of
Social Work at Nightlight’s
California office. Her retirement party was held at the UC
Irvine Alumni club on
Wednesday, December 5,
2012.

Her family, our staff, several
grateful clients, and other
adoption professionals who
have earned her respect came
to wish her well and reminisce. Thank you, Victory,
for your fifteen years of capable service.

Victory,
you will be missed!

Openness in Adoption: Blessed Beyond Measure
ting to know her, while she
stayed in town to be sure Tyson’s surgery went well. We
shared tears over the news that
he would need a heart catheterization immediately after
birth. We shared meals in the
hospital cafeteria. We shared
late night coffee. We shared a
love for some of the same
books. We shared thankfulness for the excellent hospital
In October 2012, we got a
staff. And most of all, we
phone call from Nightlight
shared a love for the tiny bunthat we were chosen by a
dle of joy who spent days in
birthmom for our second
the NICU, followed by an
adoption; two weeks after that eight hour heart surgery and
call, we traveled to Greenthree weeks in the hospital for
ville, SC, to meet this new
recovery.
birthmom (referred to as Q for
privacy). Two weeks after
When leaving Charleston to
that meeting, we were travel- head back home to Alabama,
ling to Charleston, SC, for the we made a short detour to
birth of our son Tyson, who
Greenville, to visit Q and to
would be born with a heart
have the chance to meet some
defect that would require sur- of her family and let them love
gery soon after birth.
on Tyson a little. I can’t say
what that visit did for Q or for
While Tyson was in the hosher family, but it did my heart
pital, we had the added bless- good to see so many people
ing of getting to know Q bet- love on our son. A child canter. We didn’t have much
not ever receive too much
time before the birth to do
love, and this child now has
this, and what a great experi- two separate families who
ence it was! We were able to have been joined together by
spend about two weeks gethim, who will shower him in
(Continued from page 2)

talie. Not only is our relationship with G an open one, but
she is also very open in talking to others about her relationship with Natalie and with
us. She has even expressed to
us a desire to mentor other
birthmoms who might need
someone to talk to who can
empathize.

The Goins Family: Baron, Laura, Natalie, and Tyson. They
are “blessed beyond measure” to have open adoptions with
their daughter’s and son’s birthmothers.
love for the rest of his life.

A child cannot ever
receive too much
love...
I cannot express how much
these two open relationships
mean to our family. Natalie

and Tyson will always know
who G and Q are, and the selfless decisions they made for
them. G and Q have even had a
chance to meet each other, and
hopefully that relationship will
be a healthy one for both of
them. How amazing is it to
have so many lives continually
blessed by the willingness of
birthmoms and adoptive families to maintain such openness!

Our Story: Making a Decision for Our Embryos
(Continued from page 1)

brought our girls home they
weighed in at 3lbs 13oz and
4lbs 1oz. A lot of the time after
that is a blur but we did it!
Then in 2010 we decided it was
time to try again. The first attempt at a frozen embryo transfer we implanted one and lost it
a few weeks in. We then went
right into another frozen embryo transfer cycle. This time
we implanted two and a few
weeks in were told we were
pregnant with one!! Brevin
Daniel was born November 26th
2011. He was 7lbs 4oz and a
very healthy baby.
Now we knew we were done
and needed to decide what to do
with our remaining 14 embryos.
For us, to destroy them was not
an option so, do we donate them
for stem cell research? We had
seen what came from these little
frozen embryos so once again
that was not an option; we
wanted to give them life! So
we talked with a few friends
and some nurses and were told
about Snowflakes. We had a lot
of questions and were given the
answers in a very caring manner. We knew we were making
the right decision.

saw but how did we wait to see
another profile when this couple was so much like us? We
called them Christmas Eve
2011 and told them that we
picked them, and our family
grew that night!
They called after the first transfer and told us they thawed
three and implanted two (one
did not make it through the
thawing process) and I cried. I
cried for the one that did not
make it and I cried tears of happiness for the two that did.
Then when they went to their
first sonogram and to hear
heartbeats they called to say
they were pregnant with one.
Once again tears of sorrow and
happiness. Months later and
many phone calls and emails

later, we got the call they
were having a girl!!!
We decided in October to go
visit them for a weekend before our bio daughter was
born and from the moment we
stepped off the plane to the
hugs and open arms I knew
our life was changed forever,
this couple and all of their
family was now a part of ours.
We spent time with their families and had some alone time
with them. I sat on the couch
with her for a long time with
my hand on her belly feeling
our bio daughter kick and
what a surreal feeling that
was! She is due December
27th of this year (any day
now) and we are so excited.

We can’t wait to see the first
pictures and hear of all her
first milestones. We are already planning to get our families together so our children
can be close for a lifetime!
There have been times of sorrow and doubt but the reality
is we were not going to have
14 more children, and for us,
the chance to give a couple
what they wanted so badly
and give our embryos a
chance at life, and to be able
to know them and be a part of
their life, what more can a
parent ask for!! This has been
a very rewarding experience
and I can’t imagine our life
any other way!

From left to right,
Michael, Melissa,
Lynda, and Chip.
Michael and Melissa chose Lynda and
Chip to adopt their
remaining 14 embryos. Lynda became pregnant with
a baby girl who is
due December 27,
2012. The couples
met in October to
further their relationship before the
baby is born.

We choose a family that was so
much like us it was amazing.
They were the first profile we

Adoption: God’s Love in Action

Daniel Nehrbass, Ph.D.
Director

Aside from whom one decides
to marry adoption is, for many
people, the most significant
event and decision in their
lives. It is significant for obvious reasons: your lifestyle, atmosphere of the home, schedule, and wallet all need to adjust
to the addition of a new person. But there are deeper, less
obvious reasons that adoption is
significant. Adoption is the
preferred metaphor in the Bible

to describe our relationship
with God. Adoptive families
live out concrete examples of
certain spiritual truths.
Following is a list of similarities that exist between God’s
adoption of us, and our adoption of children. I have borrowed the main concepts from
John Piper. [1]
“Adoption was (for us) and is

(for God) costly.” When you
first heard the fees associated
with adoption, you probably
wondered how you would
ever afford it. Then again,
you may have realized that
the fees pale in comparison to
the cost of raising a child for
the years to come once they
arrive home. John Piper reminds us that our adoption
into God’s family came at the
(Continued on page 5)

Adoption: God’s Love in Action
never diluted.

(Continued from page 4)

price of Jesus’ crucifixion.
“Adoption did (for God) and
does (for us) involve the legal
status of a child.” I still remember clearly the words of the
judge when my wife and I
adopted our two children: “It is
as if they were your biological
children.” Similarly, as Piper
states, God offers us the same
privilege “as if” we had never
sinned.
“Adoption brought us, and
brings our children, the rights
of being heirs of the father.” I
recently heard about some adult
biological siblings who were
enraged that their parents were
planning to adopt, because they
feared their own inheritance
would be diluted. Fortunately
the blessings of God are infinite, enough for everyone, and

“Adoption was (for God) and
is (for us) seriously
planned.” We have started
keeping track of when someone
first calls Nightlight, and when
they turn in an application. Our social workers have
found that sometimes people
take a whole year to seriously
consider turning in their application. Ephesians 1.4 reminds
us that God planned our adoption into his family from the
beginning of the world.
“Adoption was (for God) and
is now (for us) from very bad
situations.” When I was at a
performance with the Nightlight ensemble this summer,
one of the girls told me that she
essentially served as the maid
when she was at her orphanage
in Russia. They didn’t want

her to go to school, because
then she wouldn’t be available to do all her work. She
was clearly grateful for her
freedom to live as a child,
rather than a maid. Sometimes we forget to be grateful
to God for our redemption,
because we forget just how
dire our condition was before
finding faith.

her. God doesn’t promise any
of us an easy life, but he
promises that His grace is
sufficient, because his power
is made perfect in our weakness.
This list of similarities
demonstrates a great advantage that adoptive families
have: the opportunity to live
out deep, spiritual
truths. Those of us who have
labored for, planned for, spent
money toward, and bestowed
privileges upon children
whom we delighted to
choose…we have a concrete
understanding of the joy God
finds in lavishing undeserved
love upon us.

“Adoption meant (for all
Christians) and means (for
Christian parents) that we
suffer now and experience
glory later.” One adoptive
mother admits that when social workers warned her before adoption of difficulty
which lay ahead, all she heard
was Charlie Brown’s parents:
“waa-waa waa-waa.” But
during the first month of
placement, the words of preparation came back to

1

Cruver, Dan. Reclaiming Adoption.
Cruciform Press, 2012.

Ron’s Retirement Celebration & Nightlight’s Gala 2013

Ronald Stoddart, JD
President

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, March 23, 2013

Dr. James Dobson’s Family Talk
is flying in from Colorado.

The upcoming Gala will be
unique and extra special, as we
will also be honoring Ron
Stoddart for his eighteen years of
service. We will be celebrating
Ron’s retirement at the Gala, so
you will not want to miss it!

The greatest gift you can give
Ron is your presence, but we
would also appreciate photos of
your family so we can create a
memorable video. Please email
your photos right now to info@nightlight.org.

The event will be on Saturday
evening, March 23, 2013. Spread
the word that we have a special
guest speaker: Ryan Dobson from

In addition, why not take a moment to sign Ron’s “guestbook”
in advance. We will print and
bind these salutations for him

Let Us Hear from You!
Do you have an article, book, suggestion, website, fundraising tip,
or other resource or anecdote you’d like to share? Please email us,
give us a call, or (dare I say) send a letter! Your story or suggestion may be just what someone else needs to hear. Please share
with us!
info@nightlight.org • (714) 693-5437
4430 E. Miraloma Ave. #B, Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

and present them as a gift at the
event. Click here to sign the
guestbook.
The cost is $50 for adults, and
$20 for kids. You can sponsor a
table of 8 for $350. Don’t wait
for an invitation, Register for the
event right now by clicking here.
Remember that the Gala also has
a silent and live auction, so come
expecting to win unique items at
a great value.

Merry Christmas
and
Happy New Year!

Nightlight Christian Adoptions provides adoption services as a permanent response for children without parents through child
advocacy, parent education and lifelong support...because every child deserves a loving family.

