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Orphan Sunday, Nov. 4th
Visit Nightlight’s tables at
these Southern CA
churches:
Mariners Church (all three
campuses)
Village Church, Anaheim
Grace EV Free, La Mirada
Vineyard, Glendora
Redhill Lutheran Anaheim
Calvary Chapel, East Anaheim
Rancho Community Church,
Temecula
Fountain Valley United
Methodist
Calvary Chapel Chino Hills
Voyage Calvary Chapel,
Fountain Valley
Shoreline Baptist, Fountain
Valley
God’s House, Huntington
Beach

Adoption...the Gift that Keeps on Giving
Since I am new to Nightlight,
I’ve been spending a lot of time
on the phone calling our previous clients and asking them to
share about their adoption experience. These calls have
been one of the most rewarding
aspects of my work. That’s
because many of you express a
strong vote of confidence for
Nightlight, and even more for
the work we are doing. Let me
share a couple highlights from
these conversations.

would be contacting her. She
said, “Have you found a sibling
that you would like us to
adopt?” I told her we weren’t
aware of a sibling, but she assured me her experience was
such a blessing that she would
be willing to adopt again.

Uganda Mission Trip

by Michelle Baylson
much inspiration and we hope
that this time you will join us!
We have much to do to help the
orphans and widows in Uganda,
so please answer the call to
serve!

Living Oaks, Ventura
Direct Links to articles in this
issue:
Uganda Mission Trip

We plan to leave on May
17th and arrive back in the U.S.
on May 27th (Until flights are
booked this itinerary is flexible
give or take a few days).

Providence Church Goes to
Uganda
Vivian’s Hope

Nightlight’s ebay-a-thon:
You made a difference!

strongly believe in the adoption
process. It’s also been encouraging to hear some of your
personal stories of how Nightlight helped complete your
family.

If you would like to chat with
me about your own experience,
Admittedly, not everyone finds give me a call!
raising children (adopted or
biological) easy, but hearing
these stories has also been encouraging because one mother
told me she continues to reach
I called one of our donors who out to our social workers for
continues to support Nightlight support and advice on a regular
because his adult children
(sometimes weekly) basis. In
adopted their kids through our our modern world, all good
agency. He told me, “I owe
things have become debated,
Nightlight a debt I will never
and even adoption is a controbe able to repay…you’ve given versial subject. So it’s nice to
me my grandchildren.” I called hear from our adoptive parents,
Dan Nehrbass, Nightlight’s
another couple, and the wife
birth parents, genetic parents,
Director in California.
was uncertain why Nightlight
and adoptive children that they

Crosspoint, Temecula

In His Image: Spotlight on
Snowflakes Special Cases

by Dan Nehrbass

It's that time again! We are
making our way to Uganda
once more! The next trip is

scheduled for May 17th
through the 27th of 2013. Each
trip gives Ken and Cathy so

The estimated cost of the trip is
$2,600 (this includes roundtrip
—continued on page 2—

Page 2

Uganda Mission Trip: continued from page 1
flight tickets, lodging, visa
money, funds to help cover
costs for team leader, and any
extra monies will go toward
projects).
Some possible projects are
putting up the rest of the
fence on the land, begin
building a home for one of the
squatters on the land, and
starting the beginning phases
of construction of the babies
home. However, it depends
on how much money we raise
to be able to buy the materials
to do these projects.

We plan to also visit a local
orphanage, Mama Mary's, to
do a Vacation Bible School
(VBS) with the children. We
will visit Tender Heart's Babies Home throughout the
week as well.
This trip we will be doing
more construction on the land
for the babies home. Therefore, it is very important that
we have men come on this
trip who have at least some
minimal construction
knowledge. However, if you
don't have construction
knowledge and still want

Nightlight’s Vacation Bible School at Mama Mary’s.

to come, please don't hesitate
to apply. We need all the volunteers we can get!
If you are interested in going
on this trip please email
Michelleb@nightlight.org for
an application. Please feel
free to invite friends, family,
or others who may be interested in going to Uganda!
We hope that you will answer
the call to care for the orphans
and widows in need by joining us on this journey!

One of many construction
projects in Uganda.

Providence Church Goes to Uganda
Our church has been so
blessed to be a part of two
trips to Uganda in the last
year. We're seeing these as
pioneering trips, and I'll explain why.
About one year ago, May
2011, three members from our
church, Providence Church of
Denver, NC, ministered in
Uganda in partnership with

Nightlight Christian Adoptions. Lisa Prather led that
team as they worked the
ground of the future site of
the babies’ home, and ministered to and with Ken and
Cathy Nganda of Heart of A
Child Uganda. Those three
members came back changed,
with many stories and pictures of what God was doing,
and it provoked our hearts

by Bobby Wilkinson

deeply to pray about what else
could be done there and if
God would have us help. The
Holy Spirit confirmed in us
indeed that this was an international ministry opportunity
that the Lord was providing
for us for His glory. We heard
that before further actions
could be taken at the new land
where the babies’ home will
one day move, a well must be
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Vivian’s Hope
This summer I read through
the profiles of the children
living at Tender Hearts Baby
Home in Kampala, Uganda. The profiles stated the
reason that many of the children left the custody of their
parents. Often we think that
poverty is the main reason
why children enter an orphanage, but sometimes the reasons are similar to why children in the U.S. enter foster
care: neglect and abuse.
I wept as I looked at the
names and pictures of some of
these children. One child was
the victim of attempted strangling. Another was abandoned in an empty, locked
building. My outrage was
mitigated by gratitude that
Tender Hearts was there to
care for these kids. What’s
more, there are scores of people and churches throughout
the U.S. who are raising money to see that the work continues.

by Dan Nehrbass
One such motivated group
organized the Vivian’s Hope
fund raiser to raise money for
the medical needs of kids at
Tender Hearts. More than a
hundred people gathered at
the beautiful, unique Temecula Olive Oil Ranch for this
year’s Vivian’s Hope fundraiser on September 29,
2012. The dinner was a real
retreat away from the city,
where we ate BBQ sandwiches and an assortment of olive
oil inspired dishes, like watermelon with feta and olive
oil. For those who like to
cowboy up, this was the place
to be!
The auction items were impressive, including tickets to
the Lakers, Dodgers, Knott’s
Berry Farm, and many other
theme parks. We also had
great deals on an iPad, restaurant gift certificates, and some
lovely homemade items.
Many thanks to the Nightlight

staff and Vivian’s Hope volunteers who made the auction
worth bidding on. Thanks
especially to the planning
team: Rowena, Trish, Kellie
F., Kelly P., Pam, Andrea,
Courtney, Laura, Karin, Jim
and Linda.
The dinner and auction raised
$11,500 to cover the medical
needs of orphans living at
Tender Hearts. This impressive amount proves that our
guests were very generous,
but also that they could envision the great cause that is
dear to all of our hearts. We
saw the pictures of the precious children living at Tender Hearts, and heard stories
of how less fortunate children
have not had access to medical care.
Thanks to Vivian’s Hope, the
children at Tender Hearts will
have enough to cover any
medical expenses for the next
year.

Providence Church Goes to Uganda: continued from page 2
dug and installed. Not only
did we sense the call to help
with the well, we wanted to
go there ourselves, to see
what God was doing, and to
build a direct and personal
relationship with the Christian
workers we have been supporting for years now.

week in Uganda in June of
2012.

On this trip we built great
relationships with Ken and
Cathy, and the other believers
there at the orphanage. We
ministered to local schools
and ministries and widows,
passed out lots of gifts and
supplies to needy people, and
After being in awe and watch- helped begin installation on
ing God provide $20,000 be- the fence that will encircle the
orphanage.
tween two U.S. churches to
provide completely for the
drilling of fresh water there in We got to visit the site of the
Kampala, and then $30,000 in well drilling, and arrived in
additional resources for our
Kampala the day after the
missions team, with much joy workers had struck water at
and anticipation we led a
70 feet. It was a joy to see the
group of 12 to work for a

by Bobby Wilkinson

pump turn on and water gushing from that hose, and I even
got the opportunity to be lowered into the well 70 feet to see
how they were digging and
progressing. It was a feeling I
will never forget, the experience of not only seeing the
funds raised, but then seeing the
physical fruit of our labor and
God's provision as it blesses the
community and becomes a reality; all in Jesus name!

hundreds more will travel on in
the years to come from our
church. Not that going to Africa
is something no one has ever
done, but it's "our" first step
toward what will hopefully be
decades of ministry and life
change in Uganda, directly
from the leadership and members of Providence Church, to
the great country of Uganda and
the people of Heart of A Child
ministry in Kampala.

We see these first 15 members
of our church that have embarked to Uganda in the last
year as pioneers. This is just the
beginning. We were just stomping down a trail that hopefully

We are grateful for the connection that we have with Ken and
Cathy Nganda that was provided to us through the incredible
ministry of Nightlight Christian
Adoptions.

In His Image: Spotlight on Snowflakes Special Cases by Ciara Collins

“...the egg donor
was a carrier for
cystic fibrosis.”

The names Lee and Christina are
synonymous with humble, gracious, accommodating, and conscientious. In the Snowflakes
Program, that makes them synonymous with STAR Family! They
began their marriage prepared to
adopt and even had a failed traditional adoption. They had reason
to be frustrated, sad and cautious
and yet they entered the Snowflakes Program excited and open
to all of the possibilities that
might await them.

The one preference they did have
was that they wanted as many
embryos as possible because they
both come from large families
and were hoping for a large family of their own. This led them to
a family with 11 great quality
blastocyst embryos that were
being overlooked by a lot of other
adoptive families because the egg
donor was a carrier for cystic
Laura Ann, born August 27th,
fibrosis. Even though there was
2012 to Lee and Christina
little possibility of the children
having cystic fibrosis, it did

Nightlight

-a-thon

concern a lot of adoptive families. However, Lee and Christina
after much prayer were not
swayed and welcomed these embryos as their future potential
children. They were matched on
August 15th, one day after their
first nephew was born. Over the
next three months, Lee and
Christina would exhibit grace
and patience as their clinic required additional labwork and
physicals from the donating father and hurdle after hurdle
would be surmounted.

Their embryos arrived at their
clinic on December 21st, just in
time to do a transfer on December 27th! One single embryo was
thawed and transferred, leaving
the remaining 10 embryos to
hopefully join their family at a
later time. After the two week
wait…the good news came- they
were pregnant! To put it in
Finally, at the last moment, right Christina’s words, “They were
before everything was in place to SO surprised and SO thankful to
ship, the additional labwork
God that it worked the first
showed that the donating father time.” Their precious bundle of
tested positive for CMV. This
joy, a baby girl, Laura Ann was
positive result is thought by
born on August 27th, 2012,
many doctors to have minimal to healthy and beautiful. Both Lee
no risk, but if you test negative
and Christina are so thankful for
for CMV it is something to retheir precious miracle, Laura,
view with your doctor. So after
given to them by our faithful
going through everything, Lee
Savior and the loving, generous
and Christina had to once again choice of the donor family to
prayerfully consider how to pro- place their embryos with the
Snowflakes program.

You made a difference!
by Dan Nehrbass

When nine children gathered at the airport to return to Kyrgyzstan this August, I
witnessed countless hugs and tears shared with their host families. These hugs
were made possible by donations from many of you.
One of many ways that the summer tour was funded was through Nightlight’s
first ebay-a-thon. We raised $618.80 to help with the summer tour expenses. In
the one week online auction, we sold about twenty items. Most of them were
collectible Lladro figurines, and we also sold some clothing and jewelry. Many
thanks to those who donated and purchased items for Nightlight’s benefit.
You can still participate anytime you sell on ebay.
Simply select the box that says “donate a portion
of my proceeds to charity” and search for Nightlight as your
beneficiary.
Thanks!

ceed. In the end they decided to
move forward and remain faithful to the match that God had
presented them with 3 months
earlier.

Let Us Hear from You!
Do you have an article, book, suggestion, website, fundraising tip, or other resource or anecdote you’d like to share? Please email us, give
us a call, or (dare I say) send a letter! Your
story or suggestion may be just what someone
else needs to hear. Please share with us!
info@nightlight.org
(714) 693-5437
4430 E. Miraloma Ave. #B
Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

Nightlight Christian Adoptions provides
adoption services as a permanent response
for children without parents through child
advocacy, parent education and lifelong
support...because every child deserves a
loving family.

