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NEW ARRIVALS FROM OVERSEAS
FROM CHINA, KYRGYZSTAN, TAIWAN AND RUSSIA, WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ARRIVAL
OF…
Makena to parents Scott and Nicole Seiler of San Diego, CA • Elizabeth and Maxine to parents Wai Wan and Beth Mok of Venice, CA
• Caroline to parents Erik and Donna Thoennes of La Mirada, CA • Irina and Nickolas to parents Mike and Adele Poltl of Santa Ana,
CA • Daria and Serafima to parents Kenny and Wendy Kappen of Thousand Oaks, CA • Alona and Brandon to parents Mark and
Vickie Ketter of Huntington Beach, CA • Kseniya to parents Del and Elaine Larsh of Orange, CA • Alexandra, Natalia, and Denis to
parents Kurt and Mary-Ann Stelmar of Mission
SNOWFLAKE ARRIVALS
Viejo, CA • Karina to parents Chuck and Kathy
DuBourdieu of Seal Beach, CA • Paul to parents
By Megan Corcoran
Robert and Amy Jacobsen of Orange, CA.
Announcing Our Summertime Snowflakes!

In April, Aiden Scott was born to Paul & Jamie.
In May, Benjamin Robert and Grace Elizabeth
were born to Mark & Kelly, and Noah Jackson
Above: Kaitlyn Mary
and Emma Grace were born to Adam & Beth.
In June, William Patrick was born to Bill & Cheri, Curtis Geenan was born to
Andrew & Carolyn, and Caroline Elizabeth was born to Andrew & Bridget. In
July, Carlie Nicole was born to Kevin & Stacey, Kaitlyn Mary was born to Eric &
Cathy, Austin Stieler was born to Ernest & Taryn, Joshua Prescott, James
Michael, and Isaac Thomas were born to Jay & Karen, a precious child was born
to Jesse & Julie, and Carter John was born to Brandon & Natalie.
When you consider how far these babies have come, from the date of their
conception under the care and direction of their genetic parents, to their
adoption and successful thaw, transfer, and birth, there are many heroes along the
way who did whatever it took to give them life. You know who you are. Thank
you.
New Books on Embryo Adoption

Our Wish for a Baby, by Janice Grimes. www.xyandme.com
Hope and Will Have a Baby, by Iréné Celcer. www.hopeandwill.com

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
TYRANNY OF THE
URGENT

There are a couple of very
good books and Bible
studies authored by
Charles Hummel on the subject of priorities,
stressing how we need to take back control of
our time and not become captives of urgent
matters that always seem to compete for what
little discretionary time we seem to have
available. But there is another form of tyranny
of the urgent.

Many years ago, I worked for a company that
manufactured, sold, and serviced high-tech
medical equipment. One of my responsibilities
These books come in a variety of versions for different ways of bringing a child
was the service organization, and I was often in
into your family. Please choose the embryo donation/adoption version.
contact with radiologists informing me that
their equipment wasn’t working and
NEW DOMESTIC ARRIVALS
demanding to know what I was going to
do about it. I remember vividly one such
We also welcome home the following
call when I responded that we had a
baby who was adopted through our
senior service engineer from our home
Domestic Adoption program and was
office on the way to the airport to fly to
delivered into the waiting arms of her
the customer’s hospital, equipped with
proud parents.
the parts we had determined would be
required to fix the problem. The doctor
Above: Eliana Joy
replied that this was totally unacceptable.
CHILD
DATE OF BIRTH
PROUD PARENTS
Not being a master of the time/space
continuum, I was at a loss as to a better
Eliana Joy
November 1, 2007
Paul and Gina Reeves
solution.
(continued on page 2)

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (continued from page 1)
When you consult your friendly thesaurus for the word “urgent”
you come up with such alternatives as vital, pressing, imperative,
burning, and critical. None of these words evoke emotions that
are likely to prevent ulcers or promote a healthy, happy life.

A time to search and a time to give up as lost;
A time to keep and a time to throw away.
A time to tear apart and a time to sew together;
A time to be silent and a time to speak.
A time to love and a time to hate;
A time for war and a time for peace.
What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils? I
have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which
to occupy themselves.”

Over the past week, I have watched as two super-powers have
talked with great urgency, while acting with passivity. Deadlines
seem meaningless. The fact that actual lives are being lost and
people are suffering greatly seems to have little relevance to the
power politics that are being played. On the news,
commentators will ask guests what “leverage” one side may have
over the other, what options are “on the table”. It leaves us with
the feeling that without “leverage” or some dire consequences “on
the table” neither side will be able to resolve a conflict. What
may seem “urgent” to one side is of little concern to the other.

For me, the tyranny of the urgent is blended with the frustration
of not being able to control the timing of completing
international adoptions and matching birthmothers and embryo
donor families with adopting families. Surely we are doing work
which is pleasing to God and He should be as anxious as we are
to complete these adoptions. A few years ago, we witnessed the
untimely and tragic death (from natural causes) of one of our
adopting parents on the eve of completing their adoption. A few
years prior to that, we learned about the death of another of our
adopting parents, this time within 6 months of completing their
adoption. We need to be aware that life and the plans that God
has for us happen while we are waiting for something else to
happen.

In Ecclesiastes 3:1-10 we read,
“There is an appointed time for everything.
And there is a time for every event under heaven:
A time to give birth and a time to die;
A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.
A time to kill and a time to heal;
A time to tear down and a time to build up.
A time to weep
and a time to
FAMILY ALBUM STAFF
laugh;
A time to mourn
Ronald L. Stoddart
and a time to
Executive Director
dance.
Email Ron@Nightlight.org
A time to throw
stones and a time
to gather stones;
Kathryn Deiters
A time to embrace
Editor of the Family Album
and
a time to
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Nightlight Christian Adoptions
801 East Chapman Avenue, Suite 106
Fullerton, California 92831

P: 714.278.1020
F: 714.278.1063
E: info@nightlight.org

We commit to you that while you are waiting – whether to be
matched with a birthmother or embryo donor family, or to
receive the referral or court date for an international adoption –
we will always be praying for God’s perfect will for you and your
family and for the strength, wisdom, and energy to represent you
to the best of our abilities. We would also like to be in total
control, but recognize that we serve a sovereign God who is.

Ron Stoddart

ADOPTION FELLOWSHIP
By Kathryn Deiters

Nightlight Christian Adoptions has joined with eight other agencies (covering 13
states) to form the National Christian Adoption Fellowship (NCAF). The mission
of the NCAF is to promote Christ centered adoption and child welfare services
within the United States and abroad through a committed fellowship of Christian
agencies. By partnering together we believe more children will be helped. Through
this partnership, Nightlight is able to offer clients adoptions from even more
countries—including China, Ethiopia, India, Liberia, Mexico, Nepal, Peru, Poland,
Sri Lanka, Uganda, Ukraine, and Zambia, in addition to Nightlight’s programs in
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Taiwan.
If you would like more information about this organization, you may
visit the web site at www.adoptionfellowship.org or
contact Kathryn Deiters.

www.nightlight.org

-2-

THE MATCH BOX
A SNOWFLAKE® EMBRYO ADOPTION STORY, SHARING BOTH SIDES OF THE EXPERIENCE

Dear Adoptive Family,

manner in which the child(ren) are raised and wishes for possible
future contact. We are open to future contact as mutually agreeable,
but realize the future often has uncharted paths and developments we
cannot always anticipate. We only ask that the child(ren) be told at a
suitable time by their adoptive parents that we love them, the
circumstances recounted above that motivated us to contact the
Snowflakes program, and our desire for them to have the opportunity
for life, to thrive, and be part of a loving, nurturing and spiritual
family.

We are very fortunate to have found you and grateful for the
opportunity to share one of God’s most profound blessings with you.
If your experience in becoming parents is anything like ours, we
understand the hope, exhilaration, and periodic disappointment you
may have endured along this journey.

We intend to inform our daughter about the circumstances
surrounding her conception and that she has a sibling(s) who are part
of another family, should that in fact be the case. As our children
grow and mature, there may be a time when, by mutual agreement, a
closer contact between families is explored.

We decided to have a family later in life, in our early and mid-40s.
Unfortunately, our first pregnancies ended in heartbreaking
miscarriages, and the fertility treatments that followed were also
unsuccessful. We learned that the only way we might have
genetically-related offspring would be through the use of an egg
donor. Our first attempt using a “fresh cycle” was unsuccessful,
which was very disappointing. But we had resolved to give IVF three
chances for success. Our second attempt using a frozen embryo was
successful and our daughter was born in the summer. She is the joy
of our lives. Given our advancing age and unexpected health
concerns that emerged shortly after the birth of our baby, making
another pregnancy risky for Barbara, we are unable to add to our
family by using our remaining five embryos.

We wish you peace, God’s grace and success in becoming parents.

We treasure our embryos as human beings and believe they
should have the opportunity for life—to be accepted, loved,
nurtured and made part of a family as God intended.
Ken and Barbara chose to place their embryos with an
adoptive couple. As part of the adoption matching process,
they wrote this letter to the adoptive family:

We are very blessed to have a child and resolved to share God’s
miracle of life and the selfless gift of our donor by enabling another
couple to experience the joy of parenthood and family they might not
otherwise have. We treasure our embryos as human beings and believe
they should have the opportunity for life—to be accepted, loved,
nurtured and made part of a family as God intended. We believe life
is a most precious gift and want to preserve and share this miracle
with others who are like-minded individuals desiring to become
parents.
We would welcome the opportunity to know the outcome of your
treatments resulting in a birth of a child. We are interested in the
welfare of any children born from our donation. However, we in no
way wish to interfere with the adoptive family, and will respect the

Sincerely,
Ken & Barbara
They had no idea who might be waiting to become a family…
Eric and Cathy Face Infertility and The Hope of Becoming
Parents
Like many couples, during
our courtship and early
marriage we talked often of
the day we would be
parents. Children are a gift
from God and we definitely
wanted our quiver full! You
can imagine our dismay
after a year passed without
any success. This turned
into a seven-year journey of
medical interventions.
Although there were glimmers of hope during this time, each attempt
resulted in crushing disappointment. I would be anything but
truthful if I didn’t tell you that this was a devastating experience for
us. There were many times that we tried to be gracious as people
asked us why we didn’t have or want any children. Infertility can be a
misunderstood and lonely experience.
(continued on page 9)

A SPECIAL BOOK—NIGHTLIGHT MEMORIES
Would your family like to be part of a very special book? We are compiling a book that will capture the essence of
adoption, with photos of the wonderful children who have come into your families through adoptions with Nightlight
Christian Adoptions. Two of our client moms, Stacy Richards and Courtney Atnip will be working on compiling this very
unique book. We would love to have photos of your child when you first saw them and more recent. Family photos and
a little description are welcome as well. At a minimum we would like “before” and current photos, first name of the child
or children, and the program(s) they were adopted through.
When you have your photos and the text you would like to share, please email them to nightlightmemories@gmail.com.
Stacy and Courtney will compile the book, which will be one of the highlights of our 50th Anniversary Gala. If you have
any questions, you may address them to the above email address or Kathryn Deiters at Kathryn@nightlight.org.
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REUNION

2008 SUMMER TOUR

The weather was perfect for our Summer Reunion in Placentia and
the park provided wonderful shade to make it even more pleasant for
our families. The children enjoyed the tug ‘o war and the watermelon
eating contests, the historic group photo was taken, and families and
children had a chance to see old friends. The children from Russia
performed for us, joined by our Russian Choir. We had a Raffle and
there was a “Fashion Show”—by children from all of our adoption
programs. A fun time was had by all! If you would like a photo of the
reunion, please call the office and ask Talitha Presley or Erin Garcia
to email it to you.

The 2008 Summer Tour was a great success.
Every single one of the 11 children left a special
place in our hearts. They had a fun and busy
schedule while they were here, performing at six
churches, Disneyland, the Orange County Fair,
and our Summer Reunion. In addition, they had
trips to the beach, a pool party, and most
importantly, got to experience the love of an
American host family.

Please join us in praying for these special children, that their dreams would be fulfilled and that God’s presence
would be felt in their lives.

NIGHTLIGHT’S RUSSIAN CHOIR

We would love to have more children and young adults join our Russian Choir. This has
become a special addition to our tour
performances. This year the choir sang “Come
INTERNATIONAL
Thou Fount of Every Blessing” and “How Great
ADOPTION PROGRAMS is Our God.” All are welcome to join our group, girls, boys, little and big.
Joining requires a minimal time commitment, just two practices a month.
Please
contact Kathryn Deiters as soon as possible to get into the newly
Many of you know that Nightlight
forming
group.
has a heart for “older children”,
regardless of the country we work
in. We have placed over 1,100
FAMILIES ARE RETURNING HOME
children through international
adoptions and 70 percent have
Many of the children of the 2007 Summer Tour
been school-aged children. Most
are now home. We wanted to share some
have been from Russia, but we are
photos of them—all wonderful
now placing school-aged children
older children who are
from Kyrgyzstan and Taiwan. Is
adapting well to life with their
there room in your heart and your
home for an older child? They
new families.
need the love of a mom and dad of
their own. There are lots of
Ksenia Larsh
parents who have chosen this path
who would be happy to talk with
you if this is something that begins
to pull at your heart. Please
Karina DuBourdieu
contact Kathryn Deiters for more
information.
Stelmar Family
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Ketter Family

NIGHTLIGHT’S FIFTIETH ANNIVERSAY
2009 marks the Fiftieth Anniversary of Nightlight! We will
be celebrating our golden anniversary throughout the
year, particularly at our Gala and 2009 Summer
Reunion.
The 50th Anniversary Gala will be held on Saturday,
March 28, 2009 at the Pacific Palms Resort in the City of Industry. This beautiful
resort is perched on a hill with a lovely view, freeway friendly and centrally located for
families in Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside counties. We hope you have received our
SAVE THE DATE postcard. We would also encourage you
to visit our web site to learn more about the event—and to
let us know if you’ll be joining us. For those of you who
will be traveling some distance, please let us know if you
would like to reserve a room at the Pacific Palms. The
room rate will be about $140/night for a double. The
resort offers many amenities, including championship golf.
You may want to make this a mini-vacation, even if you live nearby!

OUR SNOWFLAKE STORY
By Laura Baesel

We are excited to be part of
Nightlight’s Snowflake
families and wanted to tell
you a little bit about ourselves.
We both grew up in Southern
California. We met in college
and got married soon after
graduation. Like many
couples in their early twenties,
we said we’d wait five years before trying to start our family. We
wanted time to figure out how to be good married people and to
develop our careers. When five years sped by, we thought maybe we
should wait another five. After all, we enjoyed being able to eat out,
catch a movie, or get out of town at the drop of a hat. And we were
both enjoying our satisfying jobs. Besides, we figured California is
such an expensive place to live, if we did have kids, both of us would
have to keep jobs just to make a mortgage payment.
In 2001, we took an opportunity to relocate with Eric’s job to North
Texas. We recognized this as an incredible opportunity to start our
family. We were able to buy our first home and could afford to live
on one income. Upon arrival to Texas, we immediately started
planning for a family, never dreaming we would ever meet with any
roadblocks. But after more than a year of trying unsuccessfully to get
pregnant, we started the long journey of doctor and specialist visits,
tests, trials, drugs, etc., to determine what was preventing us from
conceiving. After two years, we discovered that our only chance for
conceiving would be through ICSI In-Vitro Fertilization. While the
pain of this was very real for a few days, we quickly felt a peace about
our next steps and have never regretted our path for a moment.

Our first IVF trial resulted in a positive pregnancy test. We couldn’t
wait until our five week sonogram to discover if we were having one,
two or three babies (I had always hoped for twins!). What we heard
instead was, “well, there are no signs of a baby anymore.” We were so
devastated. But God was gracious to us and our second in-vitro trial
resulted in our daughter, Keira Grace (now 3 years old!). What an
incredible blessing she has been to us (note: we had no leftover
embryos during either IVF trial).
Of course, “trial” is an appropriate term for the in-vitro process.
Since we have been through the entire process two times, we know
first-hand the difficulties and joys inherent with IVF. But we truly
believe that our experiences and struggles had a divine purpose. We
could now be a source of information, support, and encouragement
for other couples facing their own infertility issues and have already
been so to over a dozen couples in our immediate circle.
We knew our family wasn’t yet complete and began looking to grow
our family again, this time through adoption. Learning about
Nightlight’s Snowflake Embryo Adoption Program was like a light
bulb being turned on. For years we had talked about adopting a
child. We always imagined that would mean going to China or
Russia or Ethiopia, as several close friends and family members of
ours have done. But when we learned of embryo adoption, and
considering the journey we took to conceive Keira, we decided it
would be a beautiful, unique, and special way for us to grow our
family.
We knew that statistically this may mean growing our family by two
or three at once, but with Keira, we’ve discovered how much joy there
is in parenting. Beyond what it takes to have a happy marriage, we’ve
discovered what it means to be selfless because of the love for a child.
If God chose to bless us with one, two, three children or more, we
knew He would provide for our needs. In
(continued on page 7)
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EDUCATION: CLASSES, SEMINARS, AND SUPPORT GROUPS

Nightlight offers the following classes in our offices. If you would like further information on any of these classes,
please call us at (714) 278-1020. Pre-registration is required for all of the classes.

ADOPTION SEMINARS
The seminars for domestic, international, and embryo adoption are held on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon. There is
no charge, but registration is helpful. Adoption seminars can also be held at local churches. If you would like an adoption
seminar offered at your church, please call us at (714) 278-1020 and ask for Kathryn Deiters.
Dates for 2008: October 11 • December 6
LIFE-LONG ISSUES IN ADOPTION

The Life-Long Issues classes are offered on Thursdays from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Life-Long Issues in Adoption (Part 1; required for all adopting couples)

In this class we will look at the core adoption issues, which will give you an understanding of how you are linked to the other
members of the adoption triad: the adoptee and the birth family. The material is applicable to all forms of adoption, including
domestic, international, or the Snowflakes Embryo Adoption Program, and will help adopting families develop understanding and
compassion for everyone involved in the adoption process.
Dates for 2008: Nov. 13.
Cost: $50/Couple

Domestic Adoption Decisions Class (Part 2; required for all Domestic Adopting Couples)
Thursdays from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Dates for 2008: Sept 25 • Nov 20.
Cost: $50/Couple
ATTACHMENT & OTHER ISSUES OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION,
Wednesdays from 4:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Understanding the theory behind parent and child attachment is important for any parent. However, it becomes particularly
important when adopting a child internationally. For those families planning on adopting internationally, “Attachment and
Bonding” is a required class. It is most helpful if this class is taken in the beginning of the homestudy process. This class defines
attachment and bonding, reviews the theories behind attachment, and provides practical advice on how to develop a solid
attachment with your newly adopted child. It is a requirement of the homestudy for international clients; you will receive a
certificate of completion at the close of the class at 9:00 p.m. Reservations are necessary as these classes fill up quickly. Please
contact Rhonda Jarema, MA, Director of Family Support Services, with any questions about this class, by emailing her at
Rhonda@Nightlight.org. To register, please contact the Nightlight office at (714) 278-1020.
Dates for 2008: September 10 • November 5.
Cost: $100/Couple
LIFEBOOKS WORKSHOP

Sundays from 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

If you have not begun your child’s Lifebook because you’re having trouble knowing where to start, come join us. The Lifebooks
that parents have made are beautiful and the children are excited to see them after each session. We have a lot of fun sharing
stories and pictures from orphanages. Please join us!
Dates for 2008: September 14 • October 12 • November 9.
EMAIL SUPPORT GROUPS

Snowflakes - If any of you would like to be added to the Snowflake Adopting Parent or Genetic Parent Yahoo groups, please

contact Megan Corcoran at Megan@Nightlight.org. The Snowflake families are great about sharing information they learn with
others in the group. We would be happy to add you.
Taiwan - Families adopting from Taiwan may join one of our Yahoo groups for this country. Please contact Kathryn Deiters at

Kathryn@Nightlight.org to be added to this group.
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SUPPORT PROGRAMS
The “Mom’s Support Group” continues to meet on a monthly basis in the South Orange County area. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Rhonda Jarema at Rhonda@nightlight.org.
MEDICAL ISSUES OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

By Dr. Gary Feldman

Dr. Gary Feldman holds his “Medical Issues of International Adoption” class here at Nightlight Christian Adoptions. Dr. Feldman
is an expert in the field of International Adoption Medicine. We know those of you in attendance will enjoy this informative class.
As The Hague Standards now specify the material that must be covered in education programs, this will help to ensure that the
required parent education and preparation for inter-country adoptions has been completed.
Dates for 2008: September 27 • November 1.
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Cost: $30/person. Registration is required to reserve your seat.

TEXAS NEWS By Natasha Nechiporenko
Classes in Texas:
Adoption Orientation Classes will be held in Dallas. These classes cover both International and Snowflakes Embryo
Adoptions. They will take place on the following dates, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Hope Cottage Building,
4209 McKinney Avenue, Dallas, Texas 75205.
Dates in 2008: October 9 • December 11
You may also call Hope Cottage at (214) 526-8721 and ask for their Intake Coordinator for more information and for an individual
orientation.

THE TRICYCLE GUILD
Are you looking for a worthy organization to support, volunteering your time and talents? Nightlight has the
answer—The Tricycle Guild! We get together and have parties just for fun, gatherings to plan upcoming events, and
“work parties” before our big events—like our Summer Reunion in July or our Gala in March.
For further information or if you are interested in joining The Tricycle Guild, please contact Kathryn Deiters at
(714) 278-1020 or Kathryn@Nightlight.org.

IN THE NEWS
If you find Nightlight or one of our families appear in the News Media, please let us know and we will share with all of you.
Good News Daily, Adoption just another word for love. August 12, 2008. The Carver Family was interviewed about their adoption
of their six children over the course of the past 11 years.
Daily Press, From Russia With Love, August 29, 2008. The Hughes Family from Victorville, California shared their story of adopting
eight children, seven of them from Russia.

OUR SNOWFLAKE STORY

(continued from page 5)

March 2007, we were selected by a Hispanic couple from El Paso who had six embryos and was looking for a Christian couple to give them
a chance at life. We implanted three embryos in July (one did not survive the thaw, so we have 2 frozen embryos still left) and were elated
to welcome our twin boys, Carter Luke and Connor James, into our family on February 28, 2008. The “Texas Twinados” are now bigger
than their singleton sister was at their age. Life with “twinfants” and a toddler is a continuous logistical challenge, but it is so much fun!
We recognize how difficult it must have been for the genetic family to part with their embryos. They are and will always be a part of them.
Our plan is to fully communicate that to all our children as a “normal” part of our lives. We see embryo adoption as the gift of life, not a
second choice. We admire our genetic family for making this choice. We also admire them for helping to call attention to embryo
adoption and reminding the world that these are sacred lives, not insignificant bits of cells and tissue.
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!

We want to congratulate the 2008 grads. Job well done!
For those of you who haven’t yet shared this milestone
with us, please send us the information our newsletter.

Lonya Alexander Breitel (right),
who came to his family in 1996
from Detsky Dom #31, has
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree
in Global Studies, with a minor
in Slavic Studies, from the
University of California, Santa
Barbara. He also earned a Technology Entrepreneurship
Certificate from The College of Engineering at UCSB. He
has accepted a position with Yelp, an internet start-up
company located in San Francisco.
Congratulations, Lonya!

He plans to continue to teach private pilots in the Orange
County area until he decides which airline he wants to work
for. Edik still speaks fluent Russian and has travelled back to
Russia several times. Last year he rented an apartment in St.
Petersburg for a month to immerse himself in the Russian
language and culture. Retaining Russian was quite a struggle
in the beginning, but now as an adult, Edik is thankful he
has retained his language. Who knows, maybe he will
become a commercial pilot for an airline that flies to Russia?
We are so proud of Edik’s resiliency and hard work and all of
his accomplishments. Congratulations,
Edik!

Natalia Smith (right), graduated from
Pacifica High School. Congratulations,
Natalia!

Lana Dautrich (left), graduated from
Maranatha High School. She was on
the Cross Country Team, Swim Team,
in the California Scholarship Federation,
and was a leader of the Adventure Club.
Lana will be attending LIFE Pacific
College. Congratulations, Lana!
Jason Goldstein (right),
graduated from El Camino High
School in Woodland Hills.
Jason had been part of
Nightlight’s 2001 Summer Tour.
We’re proud of you, Jason, and
can’t believe how fast the time
has flown by!

Tatiana Smith
(left), graduated from Fullerton Union
High School. Tatiana was part of
Nightlight’s 1998 Summer Tour.
Congratulations, Tanya!

Vova Staples
(right), graduated from Westview
High School and will be attending
Palomar College in the fall as a
Psychology major. Congratulations,
Vova!

Edik Jordan Passmore (left),
graduated from the University
of South Dakota, with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Aeronautics. Edik was adopted
at 10 years of age, from Detsky
Dom #31. He’d only had two
years of schooling in Russia and
struggled with Russian literacy. Shortly after joining the
Passmore family, Edik developed an interest in becoming a
pilot. His parents supported him as he diligently pursued
this interest. Edik’s hard work earned him a private pilot’s
license by the time he was a junior in high school. Upon
graduating from Newport Harbor High, Edik started aviation
studies at the University of North Dakota and there obtained
his commercial, instrument, and multi-engine licenses, as well
as instructor credentials which allowed him to teach aviation
students, including Air China pilots during his final year at
the University of North Dakota.

WE’RE SO PROUD!
Andrew Powers (left), son of
Nightlight Board Member,
Michael Powers, is scoring points
in the AYSO and had the
opportunity to accompany his
team to Hawaii in July for the
AYSO National Games. Andrew
scored 7 of the team’s 12 goals
and assisted on 3 of
the others, making a
powerful contribution
to the team.
We’re very proud of
you, Andrew!
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THE MATCH BOX
A

SNOWFLAKE®

(continued from page 3)

EMBRYO ADOPTION STORY, SHARING BOTH SIDES OF THE EXPERIENCE

Early on we considered adoption, but
continued to pray to the Lord and ask Him
to confirm His will for us. It took us several
years before we had peace and knew that we
were not trying to take this out of God’s
hands. While on the Internet one day, I came
across embryo adoption. I was excited to find
that there might be an opportunity for us to
not only adopt, but also carry the child.
The Matching Process~ Two needs,
one love
After discussing this option with our doctor,
we were ready and eager to begin. Although
we considered other agencies, we were
impressed with the dignity that Nightlight
Christian Adoptions brought to the process
and the emphasis that they placed on the
value of these little lives. At the end of 2006,
I contacted them and began our paperwork.
Although we were somewhat overwhelmed
by all the things that were required of us, we
kept focused.
In early 2007, we were so surprised and
humbled that we had been selected by a
couple to adopt their five embryos. We read
through their profile and immediately felt a
connection to them. After praying about the
decision, we contacted Nightlight and let
them know that we wanted to proceed.
Knowing how much we wanted children, we
are in awe of Barbara and Ken and their
incredible gift to us!
We are profoundly grateful to God, the adoptive
parents and to Snowflakes for helping us find a
loving family for our embryos.
~Ken & Barbara
Finding Out We Are Pregnant
Having gone through the embryo transfer in
October 2007, we eagerly waited to find out
the results. I didn’t sleep well the night before
my doctor’s appointment on November 12th.
And at 5:00 that morning, I couldn’t wait
any longer. I took a pregnancy test and to my
amazement it came up positive for pregnancy.
I dissolved into tears and woke Eric up to tell
him we were expecting. This is one of the
sweetest moments we have ever had in our
marriage. We just couldn’t believe, after all
these years, we were going to be parents. This
was the answer to not only years of
individual, but collective prayers.

Pregnancy and
The Birth of
Kaitlyn
My pregnancy was a
wonderful
experience, a truly
happy time for us. It
is amazing to witness
the handiwork of
God. On July 8th
our beautiful baby
daughter came into
this world. The best
day of our lives! As
Eric says, “We’re
smitten!” Although
we thought we
understood, we now
realize that the
emotions of love and
protection that you feel when you hold your
baby are truly overwhelming. There are still
times we find ourselves in tears, simply in
awe of Kaitlyn’s presence in our lives. She is
our miracle!
Before you were conceived I wanted you.
Before you were born I loved you.
Before you were even an hour old
I would die for you.
This is the Miracle of LOVE.
Cathy and Eric Form a Relationship
with Barbara and Ken
Before adopting Kaitlyn, we made the
decision that we wanted her to know from
the very beginning how she came to be part
of our family. We are so grateful to Barbara
and Ken for their unselfish love and
everything they have done to bring this
precious baby into this world! It is with the
utmost love and respect for them that we
share this with you.
It is our prayer that we will provide
Kaitlyn with a home where she has
the freedom to discuss her questions
and feelings about being adopted—
honesty and openness are essential
for this. We believe that there will
come a day when she will want to
know her genetic family. As Eric
and I have had the privilege of
getting to know and love each
other’s families, we would never
want to deny our child this joy.
-9-

With this in mind, we are building a
relationship with Barbara and Ken. Eric and I
have been so touched by the kind and
sensitive way that Barbara and Ken have
communicated with us. We are truly blessed
to have them and look forward to greater
contact in the future.
A Multi-Faceted Love Story
The adoptive parents, Cathy and Eric,
graciously shared with us pregnancy updates
and pictures of their child’s birth. Aleks was
very excited, as we were, about seeing
Kaitlyn—their daughter and Aleks’s
biological sister—for the very first time in
pictures. Aleks helped pick out special baby
gifts—some of her favorite bedtime story
books, a baby Bible, a crocheted dress she
helped Barb make, and recent photos of our
family.
We are thrilled and very happy for Cathy,
Eric and Kaitlyn; they are a handsome family.
Shortly after Kaitlyn’s birth, we received from
them a touching letter and beautiful plaque
which reads, “Faith, Hope and Love. The
Greatest of These is Love.” How true in so
many ways. Little did they know this
scripture passage has a special place in our
hearts—it was read at our wedding. We
welcome a continuing dialogue with Cathy
and Eric, as we do the prospect of a future
relationship between our families, informed
by the best interests and preferences of our
children.
Our family and faith have been strengthened
by our Snowflakes experience. The Grace of
God and the goodness of mankind shown
through so many times and in so many ways
throughout our Snowflakes journey.

How do you sign up? It’s easy! Just go to
www.goodsearch.com and enter Nightlight Christian
Adoptions as the charity you want to support. Yes,
it’s that simple. Be sure to tell your friends and family
too. And thanks—without the support of our friends
and families we wouldn’t be here doing all that we
do—trying to make a difference!

WAYS TO SUPPORT NIGHTLIGHT
By Julia McColister

GoodSearch.com and GoodShop.com

Sometimes big things come from humble beginnings,
after all The Statue of Liberty’s base was built with
the pennies, nickels, and dimes of America’s school
children. At Nightlight we try to make every penny
count whether we are helping a birthmother who
reaches out to us when she is in need, finding ways
to improve the lives of children in orphanages, or by
improving resources for our clients. Now, you can
help Nightlight earn funding for these special
programs and it won’t cost you a cent!

GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search
engine that donates half of its advertising revenue,
about a penny per search, to the charities its users
designate. So simply by designating Nightlight
Christian Adoptions as your charity and using it as
you would any search engine you’ll be able to watch
those pennies add up!

Print4Life

Print4Life is the company that Nightlight uses for our
printing needs. They are a Christian
organization that gives non-profits a
discount on all printing orders. They
are now offering to provide our
clients with not only quality printing
services but the ability to donate 20
percent of the cost of their order to
Nightlight Christian Adoptions. We
will have a link on our web site, on
the Support page, taking you to the
Print4Life Web site.

Do you do a lot of online shopping too? Then you
might want to consider making your purchases
through www.GoodShop.com, a new online shopping
mall which donates up to 37% of each purchase to
your favorite charity, Nightlight Christian Adoptions!
There are hundreds of great stores, including
Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, eBay, Macy’s and
Barnes & Noble that have teamed up with
GoodShop.com. Every time you place an order, you’ll
be supporting our programs and helping us help
others.

They work with customers all over the country,
shipping to 48 states for only $5.00. Their toll free
number is (866) 900-5050 and their Web site is
www.print4life.com.

Domestic—Helping Birthmothers

While birthmothers are waiting to be matched with an
adopting couple, many of them struggle financially.
They would love to receive gift cards from places
like Target, Starbucks, chain restaurants, gas cards,
etc.--$25 cards would be helpful and greatly
appreciated.

STAFF CHANGES
Julia McColister, who has served Nightlight well over the past 3 years as our receptionist, is leaving Nightlight to
move to South Dakota. She will be missed, but we are excited for her and the wonderful opportunities this will
provide.
Talitha Presley (top right), a Biola graduate, is joining Nightlight as our new receptionist. Some of you may have
met her at the 2008 Gala. Talitha was one of our volunteers, helping with our auction that night. We enjoyed
having her support in March and are looking forward to her contribution to our staff on a permanent basis.
Please join us in welcoming Talitha to our staff!
Kelly Ross (left) has moved from the International Department and is now our Snowflakes Clinic Coordinator.
Her main responsibilities include coordinating transport of the embryos from the donor
family’s clinic to the adopting family’s clinic, and maintaining and creating relevant
Snowflakes databases. She will also be in communication with the donor and adoptive
families from the time of embryo transportation through the embryo transfers, pregnancy, and
birth to give updates on the status of their donation or adoption.
Sara Prehn (bottom right), is a recent addition to our staff and is handling travel
coordination and post-adoption reports for our International Division, having taken on Kelly Ross’ past duties. She
is a Biola graduate as well. Some of you may have already had the pleasure of working with her. Please join us in
welcoming Sara to our staff.
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HOME IS
WHERE THE
HEART IS
By Rhonda Jarema

I think the idiom,
“Home is where the heart is,” says even more
when one considers the impact of adoption.
We do a lot of preparation to adopt. We have
pre-adoptive parents read books, take classes,
talk with adoptive parents and of course work
with their social workers. But I think with
the excitement of bringing a new child home,
we sometimes forget the important message
given by this simple idiom.
A newly adopted child, whether a new-born
baby coming home from the hospital or a
baby or older child coming from a foreign
country, does not feel “at home” when they
first come into your home. That
understanding and feeling of home only
occurs after time, shared experiences and the
realization that this place we call “home”
really is MY home!

Whether you have adopted domestically or
internationally, it is exciting when you bring
your child home for the first time. Friends
and family want to share in your excitement.
They are eager to meet your child and get to
know your child. However, I suggest that it is
most important for your child to build a
basic understanding of family and home
before including other elements into your
child’s life.
In checking the “Ask Dr. Sears” site, a wellknown pediatrician, the recommendation is
to keep a newborn away from public places,
limiting outings to parks and walks around
the neighborhood for several months to avoid
illnesses. However, I believe there is more to
this than keeping your child from getting ill.
I believe that the first year, and most
importantly, the first several months, it is
important to develop your relationship as a
family. That is the time to focus on being
with immediate family members, developing
your relationship. Certainly, it is also
important to bring in extended family
members as your child needs to understand

ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT…

that their family goes beyond the four walls
of their home, onto extended family
members of grandparents, aunts, uncles and
cousins. Their homes also present an
extended “home” to your child.
I am not suggesting you don’t see anyone
beyond immediate family for several months
after your adoption. Instead, I would
encourage you to have your welcome home
party right when you arrive home with your
baby or child and then send everyone away
for a few months. That way, they will feel
that they have made a connection with you
and can be supportive of you as you form
your initial attachment with your child.
Spend the first few months, getting to know
and caring for your child. Truly, I’d
recommend keeping your family close to
home as much as possible that first year. Even
with an older child, building that relationship
of family and home is more important than
getting out in the community. You will have
time for that once your child truly
understands, “Home is where the heart is.”

NIGHTLIGHT
CALENDAR

By Mary Madison

While You Are Waiting

2008

We know how difficult it is to wait and wonder what the future holds. There is not a
lot of control during the process of adoption. But there are things you can do to
make the wait for that special Birthmother more productive.
• Take a ‘Baby Basics’ class at a hospital or watch a new parent video, especially if
this will be your first child. We have had great feedback from couples who have
done this.
• Attend a Domestic Adoption Decisions (DAD) class—you can attend as many as
you would like and take the opportunity to meet other adoptive couples and share
stories.
• Read additional books on adoption and parenting. We have several books in our
library at the office that are beneficial, though not required.
• Network with friends and family to let them know you are adopting so they can
be your eyes and ears for possible Birthparents.
• Meet with the Birthmother counselor if you have not already done so. It is always
great to put a ‘face’ to the profiles and get to know you better. We are always
happy to see you!
• Review your criteria for a Birthparent and consider becoming more open on areas
you would be comfortable in doing, to increase exposure.
• Review your Dear Birthmother letter and profile to see if anything should be
added or changed.
• Start your Lifebook, beginning with the part of the journey you have
accomplished so far. Preparing additional pages while you have the time doesn’t
hurt either.
• Consider putting together a small gift basket for a Birthmother who is considering
adoption. Ideas are gift cards for grocery stores, Target, maternity stores, gas cards,
lotions, books, journals….
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September
10
14
25
27

Attachment & Other Issues
LifeBooks Workshop
Domestic Adoption Decisions
Medical Issues of Intl Adoption

October

11 Adoption Seminar
12 LifeBooks Workshop

November
01
05
09
13
20

Medical Issues of Intl Adoption
Attachment & Other Issues
LifeBooks Workshop
Life-Long Issues in Adoption
Domestic Adoption Decisions

December

06 Adoption Seminar

For more information on any
of these events, please call
the office: (714) 278-1020.
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DETSKY DOM PARTNERS
The mission of Detsky Dom Partners is to defend the cause of orphans
throughout the world, working with other humanitarian organizations,
domestically and abroad. The first project of the new organization was to
raise money to send sweatshirts to children in the orphanages in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Detsky Dom Partners also supports The Harbor, a ministry that provides hope and
opportunity to orphans when they leave the orphanages in St. Petersburg, Russia. The
Above: Children at Detsky Dom 31
organization takes in young people who would otherwise face a life of prostitution, drugs,
crime and other forms of victimization and provides a home where they receive education, vocational training, learn life
skills, receive counseling, and have weekly Bible study and one-on-one discipleship from The Harbor pastor. For many of
these young people, The Harbor provides their first exposure to family life, with positive role models.

If you would like to support Detsky Dom Partners or would like learn more about this organization and how you might be
able to help, please contact Kathryn Deiters (Kathryn@Nightlight.org). One way to provide support is through
corporations providing matching funds for the donations you make. We will be happy to give you any information the
corporation needs for this purpose.

