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. .because every child deserves a loving family
Nightlight ® Christian Adoptions has been providing adoption and
humanitarian aid services for over 55 years.

Nightlight offers domestic, Hague accredited international

adoption plan and support which continues well after birth.

adoption, embryo adoption, and foster adoption programs.

The Nightlight U.S. infant adoption program provides adopting

More than 2,000 domestic, 1,800 international and 600 embryo

couples with education and counseling to prepare them for life-

adoptions have been completed through our agency. Nightlight

long parenting.

Christian Adoptions is committed to children in all stages of
their development: from pre-birth to the teenage years.

Nightlight has offices located in California, Colorado, Kentucky
and South Carolina, and affiliates in Florida, Georgia and

The mission of Nightlight Christian Adoptions is to share

Oklahoma.

God’s love by helping children born domestically and abroad
to find loving families and assist people facing an unplanned

Nightlight provides adoption services as a permanent response

pregnancy with making wise and loving plans for their child’s

for children without parents through child advocacy, parent

future.

education and lifelong support

In 1995, Nightlight was the first adoption agency in the U.S.

…because every child deserves a loving family.

to bring a group of orphan children from Russia to the United
States on a cultural tour to help raise awareness regarding the
needs of older children living in orphanages. Nightlight has

www.Nightlight.org

placed over 1800 children from Russia and other countries into
their forever families. Currently, Nightlight places children from
orphanages in Bulgaria, China, Haiti, Hong Kong, Kyrgyzstan,
Latvia, Nicaragua, Panama, Romania, Taiwan, Uganda and
the United Kingdom. In 1997, Nightlight established the first
embryo adoption program in the world (more on page 2 & 5).
In December 2013, Nightlight began offering foster adoption
services in Colorado. More than 16 children have already been
matched with their permanent families.
The agency reaches out to those facing an unplanned pregnancy
with free counseling and support, guidance in developing an
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. .because every child deserves a loving family
As the pioneer of embryo adoption services in 1997,

While not a new medical procedure, embryo adoption has

Nightlight has spent the past 17 years helping families give

gained popularity in recent years for couples diagnosed with

birth to their adopted children.

infertility as a way to experience pregnancy and give birth.
Other couples choose embryo adoption because it is another

In July 2014, Snowflakes celebrated the birth of Snowflake

option available for expanding their family. The embryos

Baby #376. In 2002, the U.S. congress, recognizing the

in frozen storage are the property of people who had them

growing surplus of remaining embryos in frozen storage,

created. There are over 600,000 embryos in frozen storage in

established grant funding to support increasing awareness of

the United States.

embryo donation and adoption as a viable family building
option throughout the country. Reproductive Life Planning

The Nightlight Embryo Adoption Awareness Center was

is an active program of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control

established in 2007 to create a neutral, central resource

and embryo donation and adoption education can assist

for information regarding embryo donation and adoption.

people as they make a family plan that may include the use of

Located in Loveland, Colorado, the Center offers monthly

assisted reproductive technologies.

educational webinars to support medical professionals and
adoption agencies as well as potential donating and adopting
families. The Center is dedicated to providing resources to
educate and promote embryo donation and adoption as a
viable choice for family building.

www.Snowflakes.org

www.EmbryoAdoption.org

	
  
Supported by funding from grant #1EAAPA131022-01-00 from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. The contents are solely the responsibility of Nightlight and do not necessarily
represent the official views of the Department.

. .because every child deserves a loving family
2

Executive Team
DANIEL M. NEHRBASS

KIMBERLY A. TYSON

Executive Director

Marketing and Program Director
Dan Nehrbass has been

Kimberly Tyson has more than

providing leadership to

25 years of leadership experience

Nightlight Christian

developing and deploying

Adoptions since April

leading edge technology

2012. The agency provides

products and services for top-tier

adoption services in all areas:

companies. An accomplished

domestic, international,

corporate marketer, her vision

foster and pioneered embryo

and expertise in business

adoption in 1997 through

performance have brought goal-

the Snowflakes Embryo

oriented success in the medical,

Adoption Program. Nightlight is licensed in California,

education and general business sectors.

Colorado and South Carolina and is Hague accredited. An
affiliate agency, A Helping Hand, is licensed to provide

Offering a rare blend of creative and operational strengths,

adoption services in Kentucky.

Kimberly has achieved exciting service and product turnarounds
and is recognized for her success in growing sales and profits. She

Dan received his Ph.D. in Pastoral Counseling. He and his

has proven that building cohesive, cross-functional teams is the key

wife have five children, two of whom are adopted through

to bringing significant improvements in operations, product design

the California foster adoption system. His commitment to

and internal and external marketing communications. Kimberly

adoption and love for families brought him to Nightlight,

is currently the Marketing and Program Director for Nightlight

where he has begun implementing his vision for expanding

Christian Adoptions, using her private sector experience to bring

the availability of adoption programs to the people of the

success to the federally funded Embryo Adoption Awareness

United States and the world. With two books published

Center. During her seven-year tenure, she has developed

along with many articles in major publications, Dan is an

educational training and videos, created an internet strategy to

accomplished communicator. He is dedicated to helping

increase website traffic, which brought more clients to the agency,

children get placed into their forever family.

and established regular communications with adoption agencies
and fertility clinics throughout the U.S. Kimberly
received her B.A. from Colorado State University
in Business Administration – Marketing.

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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Executive Team
RONALD L. STODDART
President Emeritus
Ron Stoddart has practiced
adoption law for more than
25 years and is a partner
in the firm of Schmiesing,
Blied, Stoddart & Mackey.
He was named President
Emeritus of Nightlight
Christian Adoptions upon
his retirement in March
2013. After his first trip to
Russia in the early 1990s, Ron established the first annual
orphan cultural tour group to the United States, enabling
many older orphan children to be adopted into loving families.
His longtime commitment and involvement in pro-life issues
were instrumental in the development of the innovative
Snowflakes Embryo Adoption Program in 1997. His belief in
supporting children in all stages of the biological development
has resulted in more than 2,000 domestic, 1,600 international
and 600 embryo adoptions. Worldwide humanitarian aid
projects are also central to the agency mission. In 2010 the
agency helped establish an orphanage in Kampala, Uganda for
the protection of abandoned infants and young toddlers.
Ron, a firm believer in life-long learning, recently passed the
Colorado Bar exam at the age of 70!
Ron and his wife, Linda, have four children, including one
adopted domestically at birth and one adopted at age 11 from
Russia.

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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A History of Success
Pioneers and Experts in Embryo Donation and Adoption Services
Nightlight pioneered the practice and nomenclature of embryo

transfer cycles. The trend indicates an average 3.5% annual growth

embryo donation services. Nightlight provides innovative programs

preliminary ART Fertility Clinic Success Rates Report, 176,275 total

adoption in 1997 and was the first non-clinical organization to offer
to increase awareness, acceptance, and ultimately, the donation of
remaining embryos to adopting families. The Embryo Adoption

Awareness Center, a division of Nightlight® Christian Adoptions,
is making strides in the public awareness of embryo donation and

adoption alternatives in the United States. For 17 years, Snowflakes

rate in cycles being completed annually. According to CDC’s 2012
ART cycles were performed at 456 reporting clinics in the United

States during 2012. The use of ART has doubled over the past decade.
Today, over 1% of all infants born in the United States every year are
conceived using ART.

has been accepting donated embryos and matching them with

Families with frozen embryos are increasingly willing to donate their

1,000th donor application representing nearly 5,000 embryos.

costly than in vitro fertilization, making it an ideal option for families

loving adoptive families. In autumn 2013 the program celebrated the

In the U.S. there are currently more than 600,000 embryos in frozen
storage, a significant increase from the 398,000 recorded during a
2001 census. This number continues to increase by approximately
4% annually, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention records. There are a number of options available to

the parents of frozen embryos. The four most common disposition
options are: 1) thaw and discard the embryos, 2) reproductive

donation to other families, 3) donate for scientific research and

4) keep them frozen through cryopreservation. While choosing

to keep embryos frozen typically incurs an average cost of $600/

embryos to other families. The embryo adoption process can be less
who may not be able to afford this medical treatment or who have

failed in vitro using their own gametes. Since 1997 the Snowflakes

program has received nearly 5,000 donated embryos and has matched
them with over 500 adopting families. These families, located

throughout the United States, have welcomed more than 370 babies
into their lives, thanks to the generosity of donor families.

The Embryo Adoption Awareness Center has
outlined 5 necessary steps in the embryo
adoption process:
1. Completion of an adoption family evaluation (home study)

annually, choosing to donate for reproductive adoption has no fee.

2. Enter the embryo donor/recipient matching process

governed by contract law in the U.S.

3. Mutually establish the level of future communication 		
between the families

The donation is seen as an exchange of property and therefore it is

4. Complete legal contracts
In vitro fertilization (IVF) has become a standard infertility treatment
in the U.S. The latest figures from the U.S. Centers for Disease

5. Proceed with a frozen embryo transfer
(FET) medical treatment

Control 2011 National Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART)

Success Rates Report revealed 101,213 fresh embryo, non-donor egg

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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Embryo Donation and Adoption Infographics
Embryo Adoption vs. Egg Donation

Which Should You Choose?
Sp eed of Process
Total Time: 6 + months

Total Time: 5 + months

treatments, searching for a donor,
cycle synching, and egg

home study process, matching

unique.

Cost
Average
Cost:
$24,000

Average Cost:
$12,500

R emaining Embryos
future use possible.

Yes, embryos may remain
for your future use.

Success

Rates

Varies

Varies, but averages at 44%.

M e dical Histor y
The egg donor is
vigorously screened
You can see her vital

The embryo donors are vigorously
screened
age, weight, height, ethnicity, etc.

ethnicity, etc.

You will know of any known

or cursory exam.

the embryos.

May be impossible to get in touch
with the donor for more

the future in case of a
medical emergency is
readily available.

a medical emergency.

Contact & Emoti onal Impact
Egg donor databases include some

Family profiles include some

Egg donors may be open to future
contact with the children born as a

desires the same level of contact as
you do.

both parents share an
connected to their child.
—
NONE.

cause tension.
children to know their

Paying It

FORWARD

50%

Paying
Paying
It It
FORWARD
FORWARD

TO YOU

50%
50%

www.EmbryoAdopon.org
www.Snowflakes.org
(970) 663-6799

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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TO

Embryo Donation and Adoption Infographics
Your Embryos. Your Decision.

...give your embryos the life they were created for
Give Another Couple the

Make A Plan

AT LEAST

20%

ultimate gift

of embryos in the U.S. will become

abandoned

Need Storage?

Choose

LIFE

Safe and secure storage
at Fairfax Cryobank

for your embryos



You Can Choose!
Choose the

family

$350

for 1 year including shipping

The number of
families who have
donated their
embryos through
Snowflakes®

Feel confident in the

placement

Control the level of

9Any

Identify storage needs— Fairfax
Cryobank option

ALL EMBRYOS ARE WELCOME AT SNOWFLAKES®

43

NUMBER
...even just 1

58

Complete Snowflakes
application

Select a family for your
embryos

communication

26

Safe & Simple

1

Any length of

TIME FROZEN

Any family

MEDICAL HISTORY

Any

QUALITY

For more information visit www.Snowflakes.org/embryo-donation-solutions
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Media Features
Get the Story - Visit our media page to see Nightlight Christian Adoptions featured on
national talk shows and syndicated news networks. www.nightlight.org/media

• The Katie Show
• Facing Life Head-on (Trinity Broadcast Network)

• KSTP—TV (Minneapolis St. Paul, Market #15)
• WCCO—TV (Minneapolis St. Paul, Market #15)

• Dr. Phil Show
• Mom Talk Radio (National)
• KOMO—TV (Seattle, Market #13)
• ABC News.com (86 Million UVPM)
• Al Jazeera (200 Million Digital Reach)
• Yahoo.com (200 Million Digital Reach)

• Yahoo.com (200 Million Digital Reach)
• Yahoo Sports (50 Million Digital Reach)
• KPHO—TV (Phoenix, Market #12)
• Christian Broadcasting Network (30 Million
UVPM)

• CBN/Christian Broadcasting Network
(Virginia Beach Based, International)

• Newscastic.com (Online Media)
• MyWorldNews.com (Online Media)
• WND.com (5 Million Unique Visitors Per Month)

• The Bump (5 Million UVPM)
• KCNC—TV (Denver, Market #17)
• KING—TV (Seattle, Market #13)

• WFIN—Radio (Toledo, Market #76)
• Eggdonor.com/ Blog (Blog)

. .because every child deserves a loving family
Domestic · International · Foster · Home Studies · Snowflakes Embryo Adoption · Hague Accredited

8

Press Releases
Nightlight Shines Spotlight on Embryo Adoption as a Solution to Infertility

Loveland, CO April 20, 2014 – In conjunction with National

It’s nice for families to have options regarding how they will donate

Infertility Awareness Week, Nightlight® Christian Adoptions (www.

their embryos.”

family choosing to donate their remaining frozen human embryos

In 2014 the Snowflakes program will also be celebrating the birth of

not familiar with this unique and successful option for attaining

choice that allows a woman to experience pregnancy and childbirth.

Nightlight.org) announces receipt of the 1,000th application from a
to the Snowflakes® Embryo Adoption Program. Many couples are
pregnancy and a healthy baby.

the 400th baby born to a family participating in this exciting adoption

Adopting couples can use their selected fertility clinic for their

Nightlight Christian Adoptions celebrated fifty-five years as an

frozen embryo transfer (FET) procedure. Snowflakes professionals

premier embryo adoption program, Snowflakes in 1997. Seventeen

internationally.

largest embryo adoption programs in the world.

Because of its experience, knowledge and success in offering embryo

The Snowflakes program follows adoption protocol when working

in order to raise awareness about embryo donation and adoption.

have brought babies into their lives using Assisted Reproductive

U.S. and that figures grows at about 4% per year.

more embryos are created in this medical procedure than are

“Given that this is National Infertility Awareness Week, we think

indefinitely, destroyed, donated to science or donated to another

Many medical professionals are still learning about this program.

donor family to choose who will receive their embryo gift.

especially if the couple is considering the purchase of donor human

According to Kimberly Tyson, Marketing and Program Director,

waiting lists for patients interested in using donated embryos. The

do so specifically because they like the idea of playing an active role

families,” said Ms. Tyson.

adoption service provider in March 2014. The agency opened their

years, 1,000 donors and 5,000 embryos donated later, it is one of the

with both donating and adopting families. Many families in the U.S.
Technologies (ART), including in vitro fertilization (IVF). Often,

have worked with over 250 fertility clinics, both nationally and

adoption services, Nightlight has been the recipient of federal funding
There are now more than 620,000 embryos in frozen storage in the

eventually used by the family. Remaining embryos can be kept frozen

it’s important for couples to know this option is available for them.

couple. Embryo adoption (www.EmbryoAdoption.org) allows the

It is certainly an economical option for those considering ART –

“Many of the families who donate through the Snowflakes program

eggs. In addition, many clinic embryo donation programs have long
Snowflakes program has donated embryos waiting for

in selecting the recipient family. There are a number of fertility clinics
in the U.S. that have embryo donation programs, but the donations

are generally made anonymously. We’re all about choice in our society.

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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Press Releases
Snowflakes ® Embryo Adoption Program Announces 299th and 300th
Snowflake Babies Born on Leap Year Day 2012

The birth of any baby is considered a miracle by the parents who

the vernacular for children born as a result of embryo adoption.

fall in love at first sight, but the birth of Elijah and Benjamin at 29

More than 3,000 babies have been born through the process of

weeks on February 29, 2012 was an extra-special miracle.

embryo donation and adoption in programs throughout the country.
Ron Stoddart, Executive Director, Nightlight exclaims, “These

The Snowflakes® Embryo Adoption Program, a division of

births help demonstrate the success of the Snowflakes program.

Nightlight® Christian Adoptions offers another adoption choice

They are living proof that this unique form of family building is

for parents wishing to add children to their families. Established

a viable option for families interested in adoption. It is also an

in 1997 as the first embryo adoption program in the world, the

indication that medical science predictions about the ‘quality’

Snowflakes Program seeks to help families who have remaining

of embryos are not always accurate.” Births of children through

embryos from in vitro fertilization place them with another family.

embryo adoption grew by 27% from 2010 to 2011. Nightlight

The adopting family then experiences the joy of pregnancy and gives

works diligently through both its Snowflakes and Embryo

birth to their adopted child.

Adoption Awareness Center divisions to raise awareness about
embryo donation and adoption. There are currently more than

Elijah and Benjamin’s parents, the Jones family, adopted the two

600,000 embryos in frozen storage in the United States.

boys as embryos from a donor family. They both survived the
thawing process and were both transferred into their mother’s womb

Nightlight provides adoption services as a permanent solution for

where they defied the odds and began to develop until their birthday

children without parents through child advocacy, parent education

on February 29th. “We are overjoyed,” said Mr. Jones. “The whole

and lifelong support… because every child deserves a loving family.

journey through embryo adoption has been a positive experience for

Serving children and families since 1959, Nightlight provides

us. We adopted Elijah and Benjamin knowing that odds were not in

domestic, international and embryo adoption services. They

their favor, but we believed that the Lord had a plan for them. And

recently launched the Orphan Galaxy program to enable people to

here they are!”

participate in a variety of orphan care programs around the world.
			

With over 50 years of adoption experience, Nightlight has applied
the best practices of adoption to serve the best interests of the child,
recipient and donor families. The term ‘snowflake baby’ has become

. .because every child deserves a loving family
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