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Nightlight’s Gala 2013: Congratulations, Ron!
Nightlight’s 2013 California
Gala was held on March 23
with a look toward the future
under the leadership of our
new executive director, Daniel Nehrbass, and a look toward the past at Ron
Stoddart’s accomplishments.
Many came to share their
gratitude with Ron for all he
had done for their families. It
was a bittersweet night as so
many lives have been changed
through Ron’s ministry to
families and children over the
years.
Ron did not set out to work in
adoptions. In fact, his story
involves a little business, a
little law, and a little personal
experience.
Ron graduated from Cal Poly
Pomona in 1965 with a BS in
Business. He worked for the
City of Los Angeles from
1965 to 1968 where he coordinated police recruiting for
the LAPD. In 1968 on went to

Ron and Linda Stoddart at Nightlight’s Gala & Retirement
Celebration, March 23, 2013.

The Detoured Path: A Story of International Adoption
The wait for a child from
another country can be a winding road, full of unknowns and
unanticipated detours. Even
the wait for an identified child
does not end when the paperwork arrives in the other country; it ends when all the paperwork is completed, including
getting a US visa for the child.
Families are dependent on the
US and the other country’s

by Laura Godwin

rules and regulations. Countries closing, such as the case
with Russia, means that families must look to another country from which to adopt, or
wait an indefinite length of
time in hope that the country
will reopen. Some families
give up while others know that
God has called them to adopt
an orphan, and regardless of
what happens, they are comSmiling sisters after a long and detoured adoption journey.
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Nightlight’s Gala 2013: Congratulations, Ron!
(Continued from page 1)

work for Peat Marwick
Mitchell as a management
consultant. He left in 1971 to
help start Omnimedical - a
company providing mobile
diagnostic testing services,
such as nuclear medicine, to
small hospitals. During that
time, Ron finished law school
at Southwestern University in
1973. Omnimedical developed a new CT Scanner and
went public in 1976. They
grew to about $40 million in
sales before Ron left in
1984. Then his pastor asked

him to help some friends with
the legal aspects of an adoption, since they knew he was
an attorney. This experience
led to Ron opening a law
practice specializing in adoptions.

Christian Adoption & Family
Services as their Executive
Director in 1995. The agency
changed its name to Nightlight Christian Adoptions in
2000.

Ron's passion for adoption
grew as he expanded to international adoptions in
1992. Realizing he could
serve families and children
more effectively with the support of an agency, Ron first
founded Nightlight Foundation in 1994 and then joined

During the last 18 years,
thousands of families have
been created with Nightlight’s help, under Ron’s
leadership. In addition,
Nightlight has risen to national prominence in the media
and government as the pioneer and leader in embryo
adoptions.

With the large attendance at this
year’s Gala, Nightlight was able
to raise over $20,000! Thank
you so much to all our generous
families and contributors!
Thank you to Ron, whose leadership, compassion, and expertise
have served countless children
and their families over the years.
Ron, you will be missed!
Congratulations on your retirement and on a job well done.

Nightlight’s New Haiti Program
Nightlight Christian Adoptions is proud to have
achieved accreditation to
process adoptions of children
from Haiti.
Haiti adoption is a wonderful
option in international adoption. The fees for Haiti adoption are reasonable, there are
younger children available,
and travel is less expensive.
We estimate that the adoption
process will take about 18-24
months from application to
completion, depending on the
type and age of child you are
seeking. Your wait time will
likely be at the shorter end of
this range if you are open to a
special needs or older child.
Staying on top of the regulations and changes in Haiti
adoptions requires taking an
active role in the crèches that
we are working with. We
have regular contact with the
directors of our partner crèches. Nightlight is committed to
helping families prepare for

the adoption of children from
Haiti. Our pre-adoption education requirements will help
prepare you by providing
information about developmental delays, attachment,
grief and loss, and health
issues. Because of the variety
of children in need of adoption from Haiti, you will be
learning about the adoption
of children from six months
of age to fifteen years old
and/or children with special needs – and the resources you possess to
parent such children.

adopting school-age children
and children with special
needs.
At least one parent has to
be over 35 years of age.
Single women are accepted into the program.
A couple has to be married for at least 10 years.
Families with no children are
welcome to adopt from Haiti.
The Haitian government will

accept families with biological children on a case-by-case
basis.
Nightlight plans to bring children from Haiti over to the
U.S. for summer tours in the
future. If you or someone
you know would like more
information about our Haiti
program, please contact us!
(714) 693-5437 or
info@nightlight.org

Infants and older children are available for
adoption from Haiti.
Sibling groups and children with special needs
are also available.
The age difference
between adoptive parents
and a child should not be
more than 45 years. This
requirement can be more
flexible with families

Kate Feeback (right) and Dan Nehrbass (left) visit orphans in Haiti
during their trip in March.
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Nightlight Christian Adoptions of South Carolina’s RunWalkAdopt 5k
On Saturday, April 20,
2013, Nightlight Christian
Adoptions of South Carolina
will present the Fifth Annual
RunWalkAdopt.
RunWalkAdopt is a certified 5K to raise awareness
about adoption and orphan
care as well as raise funds for
our organization.
The race will begin and end at
the picturesque Furman University in Greenville, SC and

will feature a family-friendly
atmosphere. The 5K will
begin at 7:15 pm.
Our 2012 event had 200
participants, and we are hoping to expand upon that number this year.
Please consider being a
part of this fabulous effort and
make this year’s event even
better than before! Through
events like this we are able to
continue to find forever fami-

lies to children both here in
the United States and around
the world.
Registration fees are $35
*Children 12 and under are
free. (They will not be timed
or receive a t-shirt unless registered at a reduced fee of
$25)
*Strollers with babies are
welcome!
*T-shirts will be available for
$10.00 on the day of the race.

There will be race day
registration as well. However,
we encourage you to register
before April 15 to ensure your
correct t-shirt size.
T-shirts and Bibs may be
picked up early at the offices
of Nightlight Christian Adoptions, 1527 Wade Hampton
Boulevard, Greenville, SC or
can be claimed on race day.
See you there!

Welcome, Zane! A Snowflakes Embryo Adoption Story
was nothing short
of a miracle. What
James 1:17 NIV:
we have come to
“Every good and
appreciate about
perfect gift is from pregnancy, birth,
and parenting is
above, coming down the fact everyone
from the Father of has a story, and
the heavenly lights, every story is
unique. It is not to
who does not change be judged or compared but to be
like shifting
appreciated and
shadows.”
shared. We are
excited to be able
If you didn’t get a
to share Zane’s
chance to read the December story of life and
2012 newsletter, we are
pray it is continuHunter and Beverly. The new- ally used for God’s
est addition to our family is a glory.
direct result of the miracle of
Hunter, Beverly, and Zane. Their long-awaited son is finally snuggled in
On
embryo adoption. In Decemtheir arms after their Snowflakes embryo adoption.
March 2nd, Beverly
ber, we shared the backwas scheduled for
ground of our 5 year journey
There were so many
an induction. We were a little
and were thankful the doctors
toward starting our family and hesitant since we planned on a allowed us to complete the inGod moments throughout this
were 6 months pregnant with natural (medication free) birth duction when Beverly was one
special day. We were greeted
our sweet little boy. Today,
by Suzie, our day-shift nurse,
although the induction was
day shy of 40 weeks pregnant
we are enjoying this little man necessary due to Beverly’s
as they initially were encourag- when we arrived at the hospital.
in our arms and couldn’t be
Ironically, this is the only nurse
medical issues with blood clot- ing us to move forward at 39
happier! Zane Bradford was
Beverly had ever met in the
ting disorders. We were conweeks.
born March 3rd, 2013 at 4:22
labor and delivery unit due to
cerned some of the medicaAM making him Snowflake
tions typically used for an inZane’s birth story was some extra monitoring needed a
#333. He was 6 lbs 9.5 oz and duction would make that goal
few weeks prior. They had
nothing short of a
19 inches long.
talked, and Beverly shared our
difficult although not impossiSimilar to becoming ble. We trusted God as we
story at that time. Suzie immemiracle.
pregnant, Zane’s birth story
diately recognized her name
moved forward in this process
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mitted. Below is a story of one
family who persevered.
Rhonda “Smith” and her
husband had discussed adoption
before they were married more
than 24 years ago. In fact, they
had discussed the possibility of
adopting a girl from China,
when China was just beginning
to open its doors to adoption.
The Smiths soon fell into
everyday life and had a few
children, but they never gave up
the dream of adoption. So
about six years ago, the Smiths
sought an adoption from Guatemala. Adoptions were occurring quickly and young babies
were cared for in a foster-care
setting. In addition, Guatemala
is just about a three-hour plane
ride from South Carolina so this
country seemed like a perfect
option. Unfortunately, the
Smiths started the initial paperwork to adopt from Guatemala
around the time that the laws
were beginning to change and
adoptions were coming to a
close.
Our agency recommended
to Rhonda and her husband that
they consider Viet Nam through
another agency. Rhonda then
put together the dossier and
other paperwork for Viet Nam.
Just as the dossier was about to
arrive in Viet Nam, adoptions to
US citizens also stopped.
The Smiths, of course,
were quite discouraged, so they
decided to adopt a child through
the foster care system. They
completed the training and received a home study from social
services. Within the first year
of being approved, a few possible children’s profiles were
presented to the Smiths, but
Rhonda and her husband have
other children, and because of
their family’s constraints, they
decided that these children
would not fit well into their
family.
Eventually Rhonda and her

husband turned back to international adoptions and decided to
adopt a child with special needs
from China. Rhonda, a speech
pathologist, said it was after
she and her husband decided to
adopt from China that she began to treat a little girl who was
adopted from China. Also
about that time, she began to
treat a little boy whose single
pregnant mom was making an
adoption plan for her unborn
child. Before this, Rhonda was
never really able to see the perspective and emotions of a
birth mother. She said this experience of helping both an
adopted child from China and
interacting with a birth mother
gave her a whole new appreciation for the feelings of each
person in the adoption process.
She says, “Although I will
probably never know the birth
family of an adopted child from
China, I can still know some of
the feelings she is experiencing.” Rhonda added, “That’s
when I had further confirmation that we were to complete a
China adoption.”
The first three referrals
from China that the Smiths
reviewed had more profound
issues upon further evaluation
by a specialist. One child, for
example, had a heart condition,
and the physician evaluating
the child said that the child may
not live into her teens. Other
children had mental handicaps
or appeared to be at risk for a
mental handicap, and again, the
family felt that with other children in the home, adopting a
child with these special needs
may be too difficult a challenge
for the family to handle.
Then in the fall of 2011, a
child was “locked” for the
Smiths. The child had some
medical issues, including what
is called a brain infarction as
well as some orthopedic problems. International medical
specialists were consulted to

determine if the child would
develop normally.
Rhonda said that when
you have other kids, it is difficult to tell them that you are
trying to decide to adopt a
child based on the child’s
medical records. No parent
wants their children to think
that a child is not accepted
because of medical issues, but
they also had to consider their
family’s resources and time
constraints. They were concerned that if they adopted a
child with serious medical
problems and developmental
delays, they may not be able
to give their other children the
time and attention they needed.
Because Rhonda is a
speech pathologist, she is well
acquainted with developmental issues and delays. An
MRI was requested to be conducted in China on this child
with a brain infarction. Getting the Chinese to agree to
conduct an MRI was not easy
because the medical professionals there believe that an
MRI can cause damage to the
brain and requested that the
physicians here in the US
write a statement that no more
MRIs would be conducted in
the US unless absolutely medically necessary. The staff at
the clinic that specializes in
evaluating the medical records of international adoptees
here in the US said that the
MRI was fine. And thankfully no more MRIs have been
medically necessary. The
child’s prognosis for having
orthopedic issues was unsure
based on the medical report
from China, so the child’s
overall future was still uncertain.
However, Rhonda said
it was then, in the early spring
of 2012, that she heard the
voice of God tell her to accept
the referral of this child re-

gardless of her future. So on
April 2nd, 2012 the Smiths
were fully committed.
The Smiths heard God’s
call and answered. They did
not answer the way they
thought they were to answer,
but they answered. The
Smiths are not a rich family—
few adoptive families are—so
in addition to the emotional
drain, their finances were
being depleted as well. Yet,
God is faithful, and He always saw that the Smiths had
the funds that they needed.
Perhaps you read this and
feel like you would never
attempt an international adoption because the hurdles are
too high and, worse, they may
be too long. But if God is
speaking to you to adopt, listen. He will carry you
through—not just financially
but emotionally. It is not always easy. The lives these
children lead in orphanages
are not easy either. They
need a mom and dad—who
will fight for them. What will
you do to get your child?
Today the Smiths have an
adorable seven-year- old girl!
She is progressing rapidly and
learning English while her big
brother teaches her to ride a
bicycle. She loves her siblings and is simply adored by
her family. The Smiths cannot imagine a day without
her. She is receiving some
physical therapy that is helping her to not favor one side
of her body, but other than
needing the little “extras,” she
is progressing just fine.
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upon arrival at the hospital and
was excited to be a part of this
experience. When we were taken to our labor and delivery
room, we met our second nurse,
Amber. We are confident God
sent both of these women to be
a part of Zane’s birth story.
During the beginning
of labor, Amber sat and talked
with Beverly about our journey.
She took notes and decided to
feature embryo adoption in one
of her upcoming class presentations. Before leaving that evening, she left her phone number
and wanted to be called when
Zane was ready to be born. Unfortunately, she missed the birth
by about 5 minutes, but there
was ultimately a special bond
formed. She even came to visit
us the next day when she was
off. Another God moment was
the “on-call” doctor who deliv-

ered Zane. He was a doctor
Beverly had met once previously. Military facilities have a lot
of residents and doctors who
are often rotated for a variety of
shifts and make it less likely
you will have the same physician on delivery day. After we
went over our birth plan with
the doctor, it was as if he had
memorized it and worked very
hard to make sure others were
also fulfilling our wishes
throughout the entire labor and
delivery experience.
Thankfully, the early
methods of induction worked,
and Beverly’s body took over
for the remainder of the labor/
delivery. With Hunter coaching, their doula (Sarah), and
support of Beverly’s mom,
Beverly had a natural birth just
as we desired. It was the most
difficult yet most rewarding
thing she has ever done, and it

was a special bonding life
experience for us. It was evident God was watching out
for us as we were able to
leave the hospital in the normal 36 hour window. We left
with a healthy baby, healthy
mama, and a proud dad!

Words cannot express the love and
happiness we experienced since Zane’s
birth.

adoption story, even in a hospital setting with nurses, doctors, and other staff. We look
forward to watching Zane
grow into a godly man. We
pray for him and our ability to
parent him every day. We are
blessed by the many people
who supported and loved us
throughout our journey. As
Hunter often says to him—
“We want you to grow up to
be confident, courageous,
wise, patient, and kind.” Zane
was definitely worth the wait!

Words cannot express the love and happiness
we experienced since Zane’s
birth. He has been such a joy
and not a day goes by where
we don’t thank God for answering our prayers. We feel
fortunate for the many opportunities to share our embryo

A Helping Hand’s Golf Marathon: May 6, 2013, Nicholasville, KY
Please join us in making a difference in the
lives of children & families locally and
around the world! This truly unique golfing
experience will give you the opportunity to
raise money for a worthy cause while
playing your favorite sport at the beautiful
Connemara Golf Course located in
Nicholasville, Kentucky.

Monday, May 6, 2013

·Limited number of players on a closed course
·Breakfast & lunch provided
·Challenge yourself to play 100 holes of golf

For more information or to register,
please call 859-263-9964 or email lisa@nightlight.org

Let Us Hear from You!
Do you have an article, book, suggestion, website, fundraising tip,
or other resource or anecdote you’d like to share? Please email us,
give us a call, or (dare I say) send a letter! Your story or suggestion may be just what someone else needs to hear. Please share
with us!
info@nightlight.org • (714) 693-5437
4430 E. Miraloma Ave. #B, Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

Happy Easter!
Nightlight Chris-

Nightlight Christian Adoptions provides adoption services as a permanent response for children without parents through child
advocacy, parent education and lifelong support...because every child deserves a loving family.

