Nightlight® Christian Adoptions
International Adoption Program Description

GENERAL INFORMATION

Nightlight offers two China adoption programs: doewaiting orphans (identified as having specie¢ds) the other for standard adoptions
(children without an identified special need). Mltlyh costs are approximately the same, the waihilyl program has a significantly
shorter wait. We encourage any family who may hestfated with the wait for a child from China t@oasider the China special needs
program. Many of these children have very minocarectable conditions. This outline details theitWig Orphans Program.

The following websites are a useful place to dtarteading more about China adoption and the egunt
¢ www.china-ccaa.orgChina Center of Adoption Affairs (CCAA) — clickndEnglish" at site
¢ adoption.state.gov/country/china.htrdl.S. State Department page about China adoption
«  www.fwcc.org Families with Children from China (F.C.C.)

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Nightlight Christian Adoptions is in partnership withree other adoption agencies for its China program bireoénsed with the
China Center of Adoption Affairs. Nightlight is comteil to helping families with their adoptions from Ghi©ur partner agencies
handle the direct communication with China, but all clientacnwill be through Nightlight. Our China clients areatlalients of
Nightlight Christian Adoptions and our partner agencié® dossier is submitted under the letter head of the agimecyly licensed
in China (In Hague terms, Nightlight is the “SuperviSavice Provider,” and our partner agency is the “Primary SGeRiovider.”)

China maintains a list of orphans with special needs who aitlle for adoption, and this list is distributed to adlencies with
waiting child programs. When a family expresses an inteneatopting a particular child, a 72-hour hold is puttio& child’s
availability so that the family can make a decision based a comefeteal, which will include medical information. The familyust
make a decision during that 72-hour period.

CHILDREN AVAILABLE

Children from 12 months to school-age are in need optamo through the Waiting Orphans Program. Minor spe@als include:
cleft lip and palate; minor orthopedic needs; missingsliyentrical Septal Defect (hole in the heart), which is galyecorrectable
with surgery; and Hepatitis B, both active and non-actiajor special needs include: hearing impaired, seeing impairad, li
disfiguration, mental retardation, and others. In most cagesee vast improvements in children with special needs oegeath
receiving proper medical care and living in a healthy environment

ELIGIBILITY TO ADOPT

China'’s eligibility requirements state that only married,restxual couples may adopt. Both husband and wife mustivedn ages
of 30 and 55 at the time the dossier goes to China, a&ydntiust have been married at least 2 years. (If either husbaviteohas
been previously divorced, they must be married at least 5 getirs time the dossier arrives in China.) Additionalyuples must be
physically and mentally healthy (neither applicant is takingclpstropic drugs; neither applicant has a Body Mass lmded0 or
above; neither applicant has a history of cancer). Financdia#élyfamily's net assets must be over $80,000, with amaim salary of
$10,000 per family member, including the child to lbeed (minimum of $40,000 in cases of childless couj@e}h applicants
must have at least a high school diploma. Neither applicanthaag a criminal record. We have a special parental qualification for
for you to complete. CCAA is somewhat flexible with familatopting children with special needs, and we can checkGG@#HA to
see if you qualify.



PROCESS

1.
2.

3.

7.

8.

9.

Complete armdoption homestudyandI-800A form and receive Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) appro
Gatherdossier documents for certification and authentication. (You gatherdocuments, and Nightlight sends them for
authentications.) This step can be worked on concurrerttiythe adoption homestudy.
Pre-identify a waiting child through the agency and sebetier of Intent (LOI) to the CCAA indicating a desire to adopt
that child. (The LOI is often sent to China with yalassier, step 5.)
About 2 weeks after the CCAA receives and approves your lafttetent, you will be issued Rre-Approval (PA). (If your
dossier precedes your LOI, you will not receive & Families wishing to adopt children with minoregjal needs who have
already received correction surgery, must have thessier logged in with the CCAA before they camtmtched with a child.)
Once complete, youtossieris sent to CCAA, where it will be logged in and reviewed
You will receive theletter of Approval (LOA) about 3-4 months after both of the following havepsayed:

» CCAA has received your Letter of Intent.

 CCAA has logged in your dossier.
Upon receipt of LOA, the family starts th&00 processwith CIS. This process typically takes 1-2 weeks. Duting time
you also apply for youravel visas
About 4 weeks after CIS has completed the 1-800 processy§laeceive yourTravel Approval (TA) from China.
About 4 — 6 weeks later, travel to China to attend yoild’shadoption in the orphanage province.

10. Travel to thél.S. Consulatein Guangzhou, China, to receive your child’s visa.
11. Bring your childhomefrom China!

Perhaps the most confusing part of this process invoheesirtting of when families can pre-identify a child and serctter of
Intent. Although pre-identification and the sendingtioé LOI can take place anytime after your homestudy is apprtamed
potentially before your dossier is completgpically the LOI and the dossier are sent at the same time. The Q@@AAot review
your dossier until they have received and pre-approvedy@4)LOI.

TRAVEL

Families typically travel approximately 4 to 6 weeks after raagitheir Travel Approval. Be aware that the agency will solesthe
family’s visa appointment at the U.S. Consulate. If possifaimilies will be organized into travel groups. Whethé&araily is in a
group or not, they will be accompanied by and English spgakiide. Usually the trip lasts 12-14 days, thoughutcpotentially be
a little quicker (depending on the process in the proviraa fwhich a family is adopting).

POST ADOPTION
China requires two agency-conducted post-placement repogsatd®d months after adoption and the second at 12 mdighshe
adoption.

COSTS

The program fee for a China Special Needs adoj&i®9,830-$10,250. Additional estimated expensekl&f000 will bring the total cost to
approximately $24,510 to $27,830. If you receive filll tax credit/refund of $13,170, then your feesl expenses can be as low as $11,600.
Your out-of-pocket expenses may further be redifcgou receive scholarships or other employer-piledi adoption benefits.

Please call or e-mail Lisa Prathersa@Nightlight.orgwith any questions.
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CHINA SPECIAL NEEDS

The China special needs program, in which more B@hchildren are on the Shared List are awaitiogés,
is one of the most straightforward internationabgyams. For those who are diligent in completingirth
paperwork, China is also one of the fastest programwhich to bring home a child—usually in aboul®
months from the time that you send in your applicatYes, next year, you could have a child in yoome.

Once your paperwork is logged into China, mostlyikeu will receive a referral within a matter ohys to a
couple of weeks. This is true even for those wheosaeking children with minor and correctable sgleneeds.
Although we have to always add the caveat that frames can vary and we cannot always guarantéedoa
will be assigned a child as quickly as this, thesethe time frames that we have been consisterfigriencing
with our families.

Not only is this special China program, which wéd &hildren in His Image Program, one in which families
have been able to adopt children quickly, it i®alee of the most affordable programs.

The fees and expenses of the program total abde0$2-$30,000. If you consider the new generous tax
credit/refund and adopt a child before DecembeB11, the net cost to you could be as low as $01,8

You could further reduce your costs if you could geur employer to count some of your pay—up to
$13,170—as an adoption benefit. That income towould not be federally taxed. If you earn underZ5&0,
you could receive the full adoption benefits tagefr So let's say that you are not taxed on $13gfAur
income—and save $1,500 in taxes. Then you addeir$118,170 that you could receive as a tax crefiitice
you could be getting back close to $14,670 in tandfits and refunds. (To receive the $13,170 iditrefund

in addition to $13,170 in full employer-providednedits, you would have to spend $26,340 on adoffees
and expenses.)

If you are fortunate enough to have an employer mowvides outright adoption benefits, and you reseiay
$5,000, this would mean that you receive the $1Bdlids $5,000 in employer benefits for a total 88#.70. In
fact, here in SC, state employees can receive $1®000 in adoption benefits when adopting a chitith

special needs and $5,000 for a non-special neelds Ebr a SC state employee, your net cost of an adopti

from China could be about $2,000!!

Other ways that you can offset the cost of an adops$ through fundraising and grants. If you wereeceive
about $5,000 through grants and fundraising effants save about $1,500 in taxes by having parbof galary
used as tax-free employer-provided adoption beneftu could further bring down the cost of youogiibn
by another $6,500. This means that the net cogbuf adoption could come to about $5,330.

And now the news gets even better. Here at Nightlig, we are offering a $1,000 scholarship to the fit 10
families who apply to the ChinaChildren in His Image Program by June 1, 2010. After you send in the
free preliminary application (www.nightlight.org/apply-for-adoption/default.agpxand then receive the
green light to complete the full application, you Wl receive the $1,000 scholarship immediately.

If you want more information about this programptaxt Lisa Prather, Assistant Director, at (8643-B670.



